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THE PREAMBLE; 
BY T2. EDITOR. 


I 27 pride were made for man” 
(ſays the doctor, one night, at 
a little provincial club) he who by 
his genius, learning, or induſtry, or 
by any honeſt means, - raiſes him- 
ſelf from an obſcure birth to emi- 
nence in the community, has a 
better pretence to fake ſtate upon 
him, than the firſt nobleman in 
the kingdom, who has nothing but 
an hereditary title to boaſt of. 

1 That is a trite obſervation, but 
a very true one,” ſays a young coun- 
ſel, who was juſt come off the 


A2 circuit. 


 bereditory titles, even ſu PP oſing 


man has done enough to merit a 


going to tell you a fr, to that 
. purpoſe,” replies the doctor, tak- 


due ſelemnity. 


1 
circuit. © Yet, if ſome refſpect 
were not paid to the poſſeſſors of 


they have no extraordinary merit 
of their own, you would deſtroy 
one motive for men's exerting 
themſelves in the fervice of their 
country : becauſe, by the time a 


title, it would, generally, be of 
little value to himſelf, if it were 
not to deſcend, with ll its privi- 
leges, to his poſterity.” 

« That's very true; but I am 


ing his pipe from his mouth with 


cc Let 


ec Let it be a ſhort one, for | 
goodneſs ſake !” ſays the {quire ; 


for I hate long ftories.” 

« Why, it was told me over a 
bowl of punch,” ſays the doctor; 
« by a young officer aboard the 
fleet, when I was chaplain to one | 
of the king's ſhips ; and will not 
take up above half an hour.” — 


« Half an hour!” cries a young 
recruiting officer, who was one 


of the company, then, pray, 


doctor, reſerve it till another oppor- 
tunity ; - or elſe write it down, and 
I'll read it here for my amuſement, 
in country quarters — but, at pre- 
ſent, pleaſe to put round the bot- 
tle; for 1 am troubled with a pe- = 
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„The next morning, however, 


„ 
riodical thirſt ; which comes upon 
me every five minutes.” —Ac- 
cordingly the bottle circulated 
till eleven o'clock, before they 


4 


the doctor, thinking his /ory, with 
a few embelliſhments, would make 
a pretty good volume, took the 
captain's hint ; and, inſtead of pre- 


paring a ſermon for the next Sun- 
day, (of which indeed he had plen- 
ty, ready cut and dried} he fate 
down by his parlour-fire ; and be- 
fore Saturday-night had finiſhed 
the following authentic narrative. 
And, conſidering the ſtill prevail- 
ing demand for this kind of com- 


I modity; 
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modity; and that many a young 
nymph would read a moral tale,. 
who would not liſten to a ſermon; 
and that amuſement was as neceſ- 
fary to people i in the higher ranks 
of life, as. food and raiment to 
their inferiors, he thought he was 
doing as great an act of charity, 
by furniſhing them with ſome 

thing new in the form of a novel, 
as by clothing the. naked or feed- 
ing the hungry. At leaſt, the 
ſlender talents he was poſſeſſed of 
enabled him, he thought, to per- 
form the one; though his ſlender 
preferment would not permit him 


to do the other. | 


He 
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He had choſen for his motto, 
the two following lines from 


Terence. 


« Id fibi negoti credidit ſolum dari, 
0 Populo ut placerent, quas feciſſet fabulas.” 


To pleaſe young people, in the ſcenes he drew, 
Was the chief end the author had in view. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
AS the author has engaged his 
hero in the well-known deſcent 
on the coaſt of France, under the 
late lord Chatham's adminiſtra- | 
tion, I take this opportunity. of 
ſaying a word on what are called 
"i biftarical 


[K } 


e h;Rorical romances: in which 


ſome ingenious writers (eſpecially 
amongſt the French) have often 


mixed truth with fiction in ſuch 


a manner as. muſt neceſſarily lead 
young minds into error, and in- 
troduce confuſion into all hiſ- 
W , 

If our hero is the creature of 
our imagination, we may paint | him 
as we pleaſe; with one eye, like 
Hannibal ; or one leg ſhorter than 
the other, like Ageſilaus; and may 
employ him, and keep him alive 
or put him to death, as beſt ſuits 


our purpoſe. And, though Vir- 

gil is blamed for bringing Dido 
nnd Æncas together; yet in ſuch 
i remote 
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where the chronology is dubious, 
ſuch a liberty i is excuſable. | 


we aſcribe moral qualities, incon- 
ſiſtent with the character or ac- 


of great men, in more enlightened 
periods, Though pope Sixtus 
Quintus admired the character of 
our Elizabeth, and Chriſtina 
of Sweden longed to ſee Crom- 
well; yet a novelliſt could not 
1 decently, or with much probabi- 
ty, fergn an intrigue between his 
holineſs and the virgin queen, or 


TI a 3 


remote. fabulous ages, eſpecially | 


- But we ſhould be cautious how 


tions, not warranted by the hiſtory 


between the fanatical Cromwell 
2 and 


[x]. 


and the amorous, though learned, 
queen of Sweden. 

The ingenious defence at Mary 
queen of Scots, being mentioned 
rother night at a card- table, a 
maiden lady, who would pardon 
murder or ſacrilege rather than 


4 | 1 2 | | 
| any. violation of the laws of chaſ- 
tity ; and who 
| 
7 c Thinks the nation ne' er can thrive, 
: Dill proſtitutes are burnt alive, 
| PrIOR. 
˖ cried out, Oh! ſhe was an aban- 


doned woman! don't defend her; 
8 ſhe had two baſtards (natural chil- 
dren, I ſuppoſe, you'll call them) 
1 WMV) the duke of Norfolk.“ 

+. 0 1 faid, 


| 

5 

l | 
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| 1x J 
15 
BW 4 


I . T faid, I had never met with 
1 that circumſtance, even in By. 
| chanan, or any hiſtory of thoſe 
times. Oh!” fays the, it is 
very true: I have juſt been read- 


| ing an entertaining novel, which 
21H .W founded entirely upon tht = 
HE. I made no reply; but, as ſoon 
as I got home, added this Poſt- 


{cript. 8 
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SECTION I. 
ſoon | ! 
oſt-⸗ NE ſummer's evening, ſome 
years ſince, two young men 
 werewaiting for their horſes, at the 
gate of an inn, on the Chelten« 5 
ham road; when a travelling equi- 
page with two poſtillions, and at- 
tended by two out- riders, drove 
into the yard. A tall lady, tiff . 
5 and ately, was handed out by a 


Vor. I. 0. valet ; i 


* 


. 
valet; Al followed by another, 
equally lofty, 1 with her face veiled: 


there then ſept out a third, with 


a kind of gipſy hat on; who, how- 
ever, vouchſafed to caſt a modeſt 


Took at the two ſwains, and moved 


on with a flow pace, but with an 


| eaſy, unaffected air. A pretty Abi- 
| gail, with a Wand box in her hand, 


came laſt and cloſed the ſcene. 

<6 Zounds! ſhe is an angel! 
en Plexippus) purſuing the 
third lady with his eyes, till ſhe 
was out of fight ! That look 
has pierced me to the heart !— 


Who can ſhe be? T'W purſue her 


to the. end of 'the world But I 


am afraid ſhe is of rank! LE e 
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| ſhe is,” faid fir Alonzo Fleetwood 
(the other young buck) © for 1 
ſaw a viſcount's coronet on 
coach, though covered with duſt. 
—* Curſe on the coronet, cries; 
Plexippus — © Thoſe diſtinctions: 
ought not to be ſuffered in a free 
country—There's an end of the 
matter then—But ſhe has given 
me wydeath's wound.” —Prithee, 
Plexippus, don't be ſuch a cox- 
comb,“ ſays the baronet: (who, 
having been more converſant with. 
the ſex, was not ſo apt to catch 
fire) —“ Thou art like a young 
girl in a romance, who falls i in love 
at firſt fight; and thinks there” s but | 
one man in the world, that can 
5 make 


| —— RY” es — —— —— me * 
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SS 
make her happy—T'll be contented 


with the Abigail, as the only one 


who ſeems to be within our reach” 


—“ Ves, ſays Plexippus „ theſe 


angels of quality would think 


themſelves contaminated by touch- 
ing the hand of a vile Plebeian.— 
But I'll find out who ſhe is, how- 


ever, continues Plexippus. As 


he was going towards the bar, to 


get ſome intelligence, a young 


Officer in his uniform rode into 
the yard, who, looking earneſtly at 


Plexippus, immediately recollected 


: an old ſchool-fellow, to whom he 


had been particularly attached; but 


whom he had not ſeen for five or 


ſix 1 ; * leaping off his 


. 

horſe, took him cordially by the 
hand. After mutual congratula- 
tions on their meeting, the Cap- 
tain aſked Plexippus, whither he 
and his friend (to whom he had 
now been introduced) were travel- 
ling! 2—< Into Wales, anſwered 
he, © to take a fortnight's ſhoot- 
ing, and on buſineſs with my fa- 
ther; but we intend to ſtay a day 
or two at Cheltenham, juſt to ſee. 
the place and reconnoitre the com- 
pany.“—“ Oh! then we ſhall meet 
there to-morrow,” ſaid the young 
ſoldier; © for I am come to attend 
my mother and ſiſters thither; to 
whom I would introduce you, 
but my mother is an invalid; and, 


1 5 : * as 


1 


as we have not yet dined, I ſup- 


poſe we ſhall hardly go any further 
to-night.” —Their ſervants and 
horſes were now at the gate; and 


the two young gentlemen were 


going to mount; but the coming 


of rheir brother into the yard had 
drawn the two young ladies to the 
window, which they threw up; 
and Plexippus had a full view of 
the charming miſs Camilla Care- 
leſs (the object of his admiration) 


| which, far from effacing the firſt 
; impreſſion, fixed it indelibly on his 


heart. Miſs Maria, the elder ſiſ- 


ter, ſtill kept herſelf veiled. The 


two gentlemen, however, | paid al- 


maoſt an involuntary homage to the 
| tran- 


1 
tranſcendant charms of the young 
er, by a low bow; then mount- 
ing their ſteeds, rode lowly off. 

As ſoon as they were alone, 
Plexippus again exclaimed, There 
is now, I ſee, an inſuperable obſta- 
cle to my ambitious hopes. This is 
the family of the late lord Boſcobel, 
who married the co-heireſs of fir 
Humphry Saintfoin, a papiſt: ſo 
that theſe poor girls are bred up 
good Catholics; and, of courſe, 
would reject with horror the ad- 
dreſſes of an impious heretic.“ | 

« If that were the only difficul- 
ty,” anſwered fir Alonzo, (for he 
foreſaw his friend's Plebeiun family 
and ſlender fortune would be a 
"MF = 4 greater 


rr , . , , Gl Cho I FE trees albeit 16 r 


„„ 
greater objection) © I ſhould not 


deſpair on that account. Popery 


itſelf has of late years undergone a 
conſiderable reformation ; and re- 
ligious bigotry is not the feib/e of 
this age. I fancy, if tempted by 
the ſolicitations of an handſome 


young fellow, nature would pre- 


vail over. grace, in the breaſt of 


ſuch an animated young virgin as 
you have ſet your affections up- 


99 


nn e 
The luckieſt circumſtance,” 


| reſumes Plexippus, (the moſt flat- 


tering to my wiſhes, at leaſt) « 18 


that the younger children, I be- 
lieve, will have no great fortunes: 


—_ 3 ; 


not 


OH 
not only very expenſive, but a very 
bad œconomiſt — And then lady 
Boſcobel's religion was no obſta- 
cle to her marrying a proteſtant. 
" Why, if you were lord chan- 
cellor, inſtead of a young barriſ- 
ter, the caſe would be altered, my 
friend. Ah! there's the rub,” 
cries Plexippus 3 but it's -plea- 
fant enough to be talking of mar- 
riage, before I have ever ſpoke to 
my Fair Dulcinea.“ 11 
It is time, however, that the 
reader ſhould be better acquainted 
with the perſons and ſituation of. 
our two young adventurers, Plex- | 


ippus and fir. Alonzo Fleetwood. 


— 


Bo. _.$ZCTION. 
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LEXIPPUS then (for I 
would give the name of ro- 


| mance. to my hero, though his 


real name was Philips) was of 
plebeian rank, by the father's ſide 
at leaſt; but as to his mother (by 


all that yet appeared to the con- 


trary) the might have noble blood 
in her veins ; for the was the 


daughter of the Lord knows "whom: 


being a foundling, and bred up in 


the family of a maiden lady of for- 


tune in the neighbourhood—and | 
the father of Plexippus, when he 
was near forty, married her, when 


ſhe was juſt ſixteen, againſt the 
conſent of the good lady, her Bur- - 
dian and protectreſs. 1 2716 
Mr. Philips had a ſmall eſtate 
of his own, which he farmed, and 
which, by dealing in horſes in his- 
youth, and by economy in his 
maturer years, he had conſiderably - 
| improved; and this probably re- 
commended him to the notice of 
a diſtant relation, of a congenial 
diſpoſition, who left him ſufficient 
to augment his fortune to ſeven 
or eight hundred pounds a year. a 
As his buſineſs led him to mix 
frequently with the gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood, Mr. Philips, 
though illiterate himſelf, had- been 


Df B 6 perſuaded 


„ 
perſuaded to ſend this, his only 
fon, who was a fine ſprightly, 
youth, to a public ſchool, for two 
or three years ; where. his good- 
nature, agreeable perſon, courage, 
and activity, had made him the 
favourite, and often the cham- 
pion, of ſeveral young men of fa- 
mily and fortune. It was here that, 
his ſchool-fellows, having found 
out that his father had occaſional- 
ly dealt in Hor ſes, from mere wan-- 
tonneſs had given him the name 
of Plexippus, the epithet of Ho- 
mer's heroes who excelled i in hor ſe- 
manſhip. 

From a public {chool, the old 


gentleman, on his great addition 
| * H 


3 Þ 


of fortune, was further prevailed: 


on to ſend him to the univerſity ;- 
and thence to the Temple, where,, 
if he. ſhould. not qualify. himſelf, 

for the practice of the law, and. 
increaſe his fortune, he would at. 
leaſt be better qualified to ma- 
nage, and to enjoy, what his father. 
might leave him. 

As he had now contracted a 
taſte for life, ſuperior to that hum- 
ble ſphere to which his father had 
chiefly. been confined, his mother, 
who had imbibed very. liberal ideas. 
under the care of the lady who 
bred her up,, prevailed on Mr. 
Philips to make him'a very hand- 
ſome allowance, to enable him to 
keep 
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keep the 3% company (which, I. 


believe, is moſt frequently to be 


: found 1 in the middle ranks of life) 5 
to which his amiable manners 


could not fail to introduce him; 


for, excluſively of a fine perſon, 


tall and well made, with an open. 


and manly. countenance, he was- 


| ſenſible without ſuperciliouſneſs, 
and complaifant without ſervility : 


he had a nice ſenſe of honour, and- 


great courage; and, though he 


thought duelling unj juſtifiable in 
general, he never was treated with 


rudeneſs without retorting the 


inſult with en ſpirit on the e ag 


 » i ; * F 
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"Sir Alonzo Fleetwood was 4 
— — 5 ; young 77 


( 15 „ 
young man of fortune, but not of 
the firſt faſhion, as it is called; 
not having appeared in the metro- 
polis (from Cheſhire) above a 
year or two, ſince the death. of his 
father. Yet he had got into ra- 
ther a licentious ſet of acquaint- 
ance; from the influence of whoſe 
example, however, he was in ſome 5 
meaſure preſerved, by having had 
a virtuous education, and by the 
good uſe which he had made of 
his time in the univerſity, where 
his intimacy with Plexippus com- 
menced; which, on his coming to 

London, he had renewed. He was 
an agreeable young man, though 
not handſome. He had a good 

1 | heart, 


16 ] 


heart, and a well-informed under 


ſtanding. Entirely unconſcious of 
any ſuperiority which his title or 
fortune might give him, he thought 
every gentleman on a level, and 
treated them accordingly. He ac- 
companied his friend Plexippus. 
into Wales, his native place, and 
where his father and mother al- 


ways reſided. 5 


SECTION 


[in] 


CEC TION EL 


T was late before the two young 
men got to Cheltenham; yet, f 
ſoon after they had ſupped, and 
were going to bed, they were in- 
formed that lady Boſcobel's equi- 
page was come to the ſame inn; 
but that the family had been ſet 
down at a lodging, which had been 
taken for them near the end of the 
town. The next morning, there- 
fore, they were impatient to- get 
to the Wells, in hopes of meeting 
ſome of the family; but, though 
there were many young women, 


tolerably pretty and in genteel diſh» 
— 2 


12 
- 2 
/ 
4 
: 
vt - 
7 4 
Yo 
th 
4 2 
15 
4 
9 


OY 2 « * _ 
Term ene — — ——— — — 
2 CG he —— —ͤ— — > 
— 0 bu > wr 8 
—— — 


| Parent —— OE” On —ä—. 2 —ü—ũ— ——E-à4ä2ꝙ — 


[ 18 ] 
abille, our aravellen were diſap- 


pointed of their expectations, and 
forced to return to their inn to 


. breakfaſt—ʒ after which they loi- 


tered there for a conſiderable time, 


without ſeeing or hearing any thing 


from the honourable captain Care- 
leſs, and they had no pretence for 
calling upon him, as he was | only 
an attendant on the ladies, to whom 


they had not been introduced. 


Towards noon, however, as they 


were rambling about the leaſt fre- 
quented part of the village, they 


met their friend, with his two ſiſ- 


ters, juſt iſſuing from their lodging- 


houſe, which ſtood in a ſequeſter- 
ed {pot near. the fields. The cap- 


tain 


1 


tain introduced them to the young 


ladies, who received them with 
tolerable eaſe and affability. He 
made an apology for not having 


called on them, but ſaid the ladies | 
were a little fatigued, and had but 


that moment done breakfaſt. 
The honourable miſs Careleſſe s 


were both ſtriking figures, but in 


a different ſtyle of beauty.  * 

Miſs Maria, the elder, was tall, 
and of a majeſtic appearance ; had 
large black eyes, black hair, yet a 
very fair complexion, and her 
whole perſon gave one rather the 


idea of a Juno or a Minerva; as 


l that of miſs Camilla did of a Ve- 


nus or one of the Graces. 


Mus 


[ 29 1 
Miſs Camilla Careleſs, the 


younger, was of a middling height, 


which, in general, is moſt pleaſ- 
ing. Her face was a fine oval ; 


her cheeks of a good colour, nei- 
| ther flat nor too full ; her mouth 


elegant ; her eyes brilliant ; her 
hair brown and in great profuſion ; 
and her whole countenance the 


| moſt voluptuous that can be ima- 


gined: yet every licentious idea in 


the beholder was chaſtiſed by the 
moſt engaging modeſty. In ſhort, 
as miſs Maria had. a cold ſerenity 


in her appearance, which remind- 


ed one of a winter's ſky, miſs 


Camilla had a ſummer's warmth 


in her complexion ; and, when ſhe 
ſmiled, 


L 21 ] 
{miled, her countenance, like a 
ſudden gleam of ſunſhine, ſeemed 


to illuminate the whole hemi- 


ſphere. — Theſe young ladies had 


been partly educated in a convent 
in Flanders ; but by their father's 


defire had been brought home, 
when the elder was _—_— four- 


teen. 


sir Alonzo F leetwood, by way 


of introduction, remarked on the 
retired ſituation of lady Boſcobel's 


lodgings.Miſs Careleſs ſaid, that, 
as they were come to Chelten- 


ham on account of her ladyſnip 8 
health, they ſhould probably mix . 
but little with the company. 


ane expreſſed his hopes, that 
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they would, ſometimes Honour the 


ball with Shake preſence.— Miſs 
Camilla ſaid, ſhe, at leaſt, had no 


objection to dancing; but that they 


muſt be regulated by their mo- 
ther's approbation. 
They now ſtrolled about to ſome 


of the more . frequented parts of | 


the town ; and, though they met 
no one with whom they were ac- 
quainted, there was one or two 
ladies who knew. the miſs Care- 


” 140 &A. 4 


leſſes by fight ; and their appear- 


ing with the three gentlemen, ſo 


genteel a party cauſed ſome ſpe- 
culation ; but though an addition 
of freſh company is generally a- 


| greeable at a public place, yet the 


reigning : 


— 
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reigning toaſts of one ſex, and the 
beaux of the other, were a little 


alarmed at the appearance of ſuch 
formidable rivals. After an hour's 
| :mble, the two ladies and their 
attendants returned towards their 
lodgings; and, as they went along, 
dhe captain again made an apo- 
logy to Sir Alonzo Fleetwood and 


Plexippus, that he could not aſk 


them to dinner, as lady Boſcobel 
vas in a low-ſpirited way ſince the 
death of lord Boſeobel; and be- 
fides (whiſpering to Plexippus) 
I you know I never was a favou- 
| rite with my mother; if T had, 1 
ſhould probably have been kept 


at home, as my good brother lord 
| Boſcobel 


[1 


[ 6-1 
Boſcobel was. Neither indeed 
ſhould I have had the honour of 
attending them on this expedi- 
tion, if his lordſhip had not been 
engaged and indiſpenſably obliged 
to attend the county races, and 
other buſineſs equally important ö 
When they were come within | 
ſight, of the lodging-houſe, they N 
parted, but the captain hoped they 
ſhould meet again in the even- 
ing. 
When the young people came 
in, lady Boſcobel, who had been 
ſtanding at the window, and had 


ſeen Sir Alonzo and Plexippus, | 


J 
F TT enquired who they Were 5 and | 
| | 1 : being informed, ſhe was ſo well 
i 1380 y  - pleaſed 


1 1 


pleaſed with their appearance, | 
that ſhe ſaid the captain might 


aſk them to tea in the evening; 
with which he was much pleaſed; 
and it does not appear that the 
young ladies made any objection, 
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SECTION I 


« YOME along, for Heaven's 


JA ſake! tir Alonzo,” cried 


Plexippus, as ſoon as they had left 


their company“ Let us fly to 
the Cambrian mountains, as our 
anceſtors did from the arms of all- 


conquering Rome. I am undone, 


if we ſtay. here another day 
Oh! there is muſic in her voice; 
delicacy in her ſentiments ; and 


enchantment in every thing ſhe 


3, 


ſays or does 

Are you in your ſenſes, my 
friend?“ ſays fir Alonzo. What 
the deuce has bewitched you ? of 


. 

your philoſophy you make no uſe; 
or rather, your Eton, your Uni- 
verſity, and your Temple educa- 
tion, have been thrown away upon 
you. Have you {trolled ſo often 
unwounded amidſt the grocer's 
daughters at Oxford, and paſſed 
unſcorched beneath the torrid zone 
of Covent-Garden, and through 
the fireſhips of the Strand, to fall 
a victim to ſentimental love?” — 
« Ah! fir Alonzo, a truce with 
your metaphors! there is no rue 
love, but ſentimental love, as you 
call it: your idea of love, is that of 
a paſſion, or rather appetite, that 
cannot ſubſiſt without a certain 
portion of delicate white fleſh, as 
Re C2 Fielding 
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Fielding calls it. Miſs Camilla 


Careleſs is of a ſuperior and more 


refined order of beings; and the 


paſſion which her charms excite, 


| has Her happineſs for its object, as 


much or more than my own. 


ever could the harlot, 
With all her wanton glances, arts, and flat- 


teries, 


Once ftir my temper But this virtuous 


maid 


Subdues me quite. SHAKSP.” 


« Well!” ſays fir Alonzo, © mils 
Maria will hardly ſubdue me, un- 
leſs it be by the force of her argu- 
ments; for, while you have been 
faying // things to miſs Camilla, 
we have been talking politics, and 

mits 


12 
miſs Careleſs has been defending 
the queen of Hungary, and the 
pragmatic ſanction *, againſt me and 
the captain, and abuſing the mi- 
niſtry for their treaty with the 
king of Pruſſia. A female poli- 
tician is not the moſt ſeducing 
character: but to ſubdue ſuch an 
heroine would be an object worthy 
one's ambition.” 

„Oh! Ifind then,” ſays Plexip- 
pus, * miſs Careleſs has been tu- 
tored by her father; with whom, 

* Aftrange expreſſion in the Gelden Bulk, 
relative to the election of the emperors ; but 
applied by the emperor Charles VI. to a 


treaty for ſecuring his daughter's ſuccaſſion 
40 his hereditary dominions. 
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the captain fays, ſhe was a great 


favourite: and he greatly injured 
his fortune by his unſteady poli- 
ties, ſometimes with the court, at 


other times. violent in the oppo- 


fition. It is only an Iriſh title; 


but his lordſhip had two boroughs, 
which he thought it neceſſary, at 
any expence, to ſecure. But, while. 
he was ſo zealous for the public 
welfare, his lordſhip neglected his 
own private - concerns. There's 
an eſtate in our neighbourhood, 
which came by lady Boſcobel; 
but which his lordſhip, I believe, 


hardly ever ſaw : and the truſtees 


for lady Boſcobel (as a Catholic) ' 


EE. 
let the ſteward and tenants do what 
they pleaſe—fo that I ſuppoſe half 


the rents never reach the family. 


SECTION V. 


As ſoon as lady Boſcobel's 
dinner was over, the cap- 

tain, in conſequence of his mo- 

ther's permiſſion, went to call on 
fir Alonzo and Plexippus, at the 
inn; and found them till at table, 
drinking their toaſts. He Mate 
down with them for half an hour, 
and delivered lady Boſcobel's in- 
vitation to tea in. the evening. 
| C4 Nothing, 
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Nothing, we may be ſure, could 
be more agreeable to two gallant 
young men, than this invitation. 
Plexippus, eſpecially, had hardly 
patience to wait till they had 
finiſhed their bottle ; and though 


it was too ſoon, by two hours, to 


make their viſit, leaped up, through 
mere reſtleſſneſs, and propoſed 
taking a walk: accordin gly they 
ſauntered about till ſeven o'clock, 
when the captain conducted them 
to Iady Boſcobel's lodgings. 

They found the two young la- 


dies alone in the parlour. Miſs 


Careleſs was reading a news- paper. 


Miſs Camilla hid her book behind 


the cuſhion of the ſofa : but her 


brother 


1 


brother rummaged it out, and 
found it to be a volume of Pope's 
works, opened in the epiſtle from 
Eloiſa to Abelard. She ſtruggled 
to get it from him; when he aſked 
her why ſhe made a ſecret of read- 
ing one of the moſt elegant, as 
well as tender, poems in the Eng- 
liſh language? Miſs Camilla bluſh- 
ed; but ſaid, ſhe made no ſecret of 
it; only thought it impertinent to | 
trouble ſtrangers with her ſtudies. 
Miſs Maria obſerved, that her ſiſ- 
ter was fond of thoſe romantic 


things; but chat there was more 
uſeful knowledge to be gained 
from a common news-paper, than 


from volumes of modern poetry. 
C 5 Plexippus 


E 
Plexippus ſaid, that young ladies, 


he believed, generally read for 
pleaſure, rather than to get v/eful 
knowledge. Sir Alonzo obſerved, 
"that if miſs Maria had ever been 
in love, ſhe would not fpeak ſlight- 


ingly of Pope's Eloiſa to Abelard. 


The captain faid, his ſiſter Maria 


had rather read an account of 2 


battle than of a birth-day ball; 
and, though there were ten thou- 
"ſand men dead in the field, ſhe 


: would contribute nothing towards 


railing recruits. 


Plexippus was going to rebuke 


. his friend for his indelicate allu- 


' fion, when lady Boſcobel entered 


» 


the room with ſome degree of 


2234 5 ſtatelineſs, 
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D 
ſtatelineſs, and, by an involuntary 
impulſe, paid her firſt compli- 
ments to Plexippus. The captain 
inſtantaneouſly rectified the miſ- 
take, and introduced ſir Alonzo 
Fleetwood; who indeed was a 
young man of a tolerably genteel 
appearance; but, his rank apart, 
it muſt have been affectation in 
any woman not to have given the 
preference to ſo intereſting a figure 
as Plexippus was. 

Lady Boſcobel having 1 
very young, was not now above 
forty-five : and, if ſhe had been 
like ſome French mothers, and if 
her daughters had uſed as much 
w_ as her ladyſhip, ſhe might | 
0 6 almoſt 


1 
almoſt have diſputed the prize of 
beauty with the young ladies. But 
in them, eſpecially in miſs Ca- 
milla, 


| the pure and eloquent blood 
Spoke. in their damaſk cheeks,” — 


and gave a glowing tint to their 


features, which no Circaſſian bloom 


or oriental coſmetic could poſſibly 


imitate. 


Matters of ceremony being ad- 
juſted, lady Boſcobel, by way of 


introduction, aſked fir Alonzo, 


whether his mother were not of 


lord Gandolpho's family; which 


being anſwered in the affirmative, 


her ladyſhip ſaid, the had had ſome 
flight knowledge of her when ſhe 


Was 


was in Glamorganſhire, 

her ladyſhip, though I have a 
little eſtate in that county.” 1 
believe, madam, (replied Plexip- 
pus) it is but a /#tle eſtate to your 
ladyſhip, but it is a very confider- 


was very young (in her hanging 
ſleeves), but had never been ſo 
fortunate as to meet her ſince. 
Her ladyſhip then addreſſed an 
exact proportion of her converſa- 
tion to Plexippus—* You are of 


Glamorganſhire, Mr. Philips, my 


ſon informs me.” Ves, my lady, 
juſt on the borders.” I never 


» 


reſumed 


able one to your ſteward and your 


tenants.” © How do you mean, 


fir?” cries lady Boſcobel. © Nay, 
madam, 


ins 
almoſt have diſputed the prize of 
beauty with the young ladies. But 
i188 in them, eſpecially in miſs Ca- 
| — and eloqume Blood. 
Spoke in their damaſk cheeks,” — 

itt and gave a glowing tint to their 
1 features, which no Circaſſian bloom 
or oriental coſmetic could poſſibly 


imitate. 
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Matters of ceremony being ad- 
zuſted, lady Boſcobel, by way of 
introduction, aſked fir Alonzo, 
whether his mother were not of 
lord Gandolpho's family; which 
being anſwered in the affirmative, 
li] her ladyſhip faid, the had had ſome 
Might knowledge of her when. ſhe 
. %% ©, £m 
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was very young (in her hanging 
ſleeves), but had never been ſo . 
fortunate as to meet her ſince. | 

Her ladyſhip then addreſſed an 
exact proportion of her converſa- 
tion to Plexippus—< You are of 
Glamorganſhire, Mr. Philips, my 
ſon informs me.” © Yes, my lady, 
juſt on the borders.” I never 
was in Glamorganſhire,” reſumed 
her ladyſhip, though I have a 
little eſtate in that county.” «1 
believe, madam, (replied Plexip- 
pus) it is but a te e/tate to your 
ladyſhip, but it is a very conſider- 


able one to your ſteward and your 


. tenants.” © How do you mean, 
fir?” cries lady Boſcobel. © Nay, 
5 madam, 


1 


t believe they are all very 
honeſt people ; but, as moſt of our 

» farmers are rather poor, and your 
ladyſhip's - tenants get rich, and 
your ſteward has lately made a 
conſiderable purchaſe, it is the 
opinion of the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, that the eftate is 
greatly underlet.” Why, fir, 
my father uſed to reſide there 
ſometimes : but my poor late lord 
"was too much engaged in public 
buſineſs, and my ſon, lord Boſco- 
bel (though a very good. young 
1 6 man) is too fond of pleaſure; ſo 
1 that, I believe, it is a good deal 
1 1 neglected— But I will enquire a- 
I bout it,” The converſation now 
— became 


1 * 
became more general; but, as the 
young ladies ſeemed to be under 
ſome reſtraint before their good 
mother, they ſaid but little, though 
fir Alonzo, of courſe, addreſſed 
himſelf chiefly to them; neither 
was Plexippus wanting in his at- 
tentions, particularly to the charm- 
ing miſs Camilla, though lady 
Boſcobel engroſſed a conſiderable 


ſhare of his converſation, and more 


than once reſumed the ſubject of 
her Welch eſtate, which, ſhe faid, 
was part of her jointure. 
They made a pretty late viſit; 
and, when they took their leave, 
lady Boſcobel faid, © If they were 
not better engaged, her ſon would 
29 17942 he 
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be glad of their company, the next 
day, to a family dinner; which in- 
vitation the young men felt them- 


—_ 


ſelves much inclined to accept. 
The captain followed them to 
the door, and ſaid, As there was 
a public breakfaſt the next morn- 
ing, they ſhould meet of courſe; 
though he ſuppoſed, as his mother 


did not go out, his ſiſters would 


be confined at home. 


a * 
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SECTION Vt. 


HEN they came to the 


rooms, the next morning, 
hd was a great buſtle, on the 
arrival of a lord Caſimere and his 
party the preceding night. © Have 
you ſeen him ? What ſort of a 


man is he? Why, he is a lord, 
and a peer of the realm ; that's his | 


beſt diſtinction: — he is very thin, 


and I would © carve as good a man 


out of a radiſh or a cheeſe- par- 
ing. —“ Well, but he has a large 
fortune, they ſay, and is a great 
favourite of the ladies.” 

When his lordſhip made his 


appearance, 


— 
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appearance, there was only one fa- 


mily of whom he had any know- 


ledge; and of them probably he 


would not have condeſcended to 
take notice, but on account of one 
daughter, who was tolerably hand- 


tome. To her, however, by a 


kind of inſtinct, his lordſhip at- 


tached himſelf; threw himſelf in- 
to an attitude; and, caſting a look 


of obſervation round the room, 
began talking of the place—how 
little company there was (though 


che room was rather crowded that 
morning, on account of the public 
breakfaſt) 7 he told her (with great 


politeneſs what agreeable parties 
he had . left clewhere : : he 
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then threw a glance at ſir Alonzo! 
and Plexippus, who were walking 
together; ſurveyed them from top 
to toe ; ſeemed ſtruck with their 
appearance, but turned away his 
eyes with an affected air of con- 
tempt. 11k e nn 
While his lord ip was thus 
engaged in diſplaying his perſonal 
attractions and colloquial talents, 
the honourable captain Careleſs,” 


| accompanied by his amiable ſiſters, 


came into the room. As this was 


the firſt time they had appeared to 
the whole company, the attention 
of every one was now diverted 
from lord Caſimere to more 
pleaſing objects. Miſs Plum- 


tree 
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Il 

tree, the young lady with whom 
his lordſhip was flirting, changed 
colour, and with 20 friendly voice 
exclaimed, Oh ! here comes the 
great beauty! (thinking herſelf, 
however, a much greater). Who 
are they?” ſays his lordſhip. © In- 
deed I don't know,” ſays mils 
Plumtree, the honourable mils 
Somebodies—they take ſtate upon 
them but they have no fortunes, 
I hear,” (as much as to ſay, I 
have.) . 

As, from lady Boſcobel's un- 
happy religious tenets, the young 
ladies had not had an opportunity 
of being introduced to many of 
the irt circles, lord Caſimere 


SY DV 
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had never met with them in town; 
but he knew young lord Boſco- 
bel, their brother, very well, and 
had ſome ſlight knowledge of 


captain Careleſs: being therefore 
greatly ſtruck with the appearance 
of miſs Camilla, he availed himſelf 


of that ſlight acquaintance; and, (as 


there was then no regular maſ- 


ter of the ceremonies) his lord- 
ſhip, unembarraſſed by vulgar ideas, 
without any ceremony introduced 
himſelf. He aſked captain Care- 
leſs, how long they had been at 
Cheltenham ;- ſaid he was glad to 


meet with ſome civilized beings, 


for he was afraid he was got 


amon gf the ſavages of North 


America. 
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[46] 
America, The captain replied, 
that his lordſhip paid 7hem too 
greata compliment, (though he had 
probably made miſs Plumtree, his 


country- woman, the ſame compli- 
ment) for that there ſeemed to be 
a great many genteel people in the 
room.” They might be gentee!, 
and people of conſequence in their 
own circle, for what his lordſhip 
knew, but he had not the honour,” 
he ſaid, of knewing any one of 
them.” While his lordſhip was 
making his ſpeech, and was 
beginning to ſay fine things 
to the young ladies, fir Alonzo 
and Plexippus were come to join 
their party; upon whom lord 
Caſimere 
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Caſimere turned his back, in fuel | 


2 manner as almoſt to intercept ' 
them, (conſidering them as the 
mere canaz/le), till captain Care- 
leſs called fir Alonzo F leetwood 
by his name, when his lordſhip 
vouchſafed to make ſome flight 
| apology; but again ſurveying them, 
with a look by no means calcu- 
lated to conciliate their friendſhip, 
he would have engroſſed the at- 
tention of the two young ladies 

entirely to himſelf : they, how- 
ever, ſeemed more inclined to 
liſten to their leſs poliſhed friends, 
than to this compoſition of faſhion- 
able inanity. 

Lord Caſimere was a young 


man 


e 


48 1 
man of an ancient and truly noble 
family, ſo ancient indeed that it 
was almoſt worn out: for, not 
having for many generations in- 
termarried with any commoner, 
nor recruited their veins with any 
wholeſome plebeian blood, it was 
dwindled, in the perſon of lord 
Caſimere, almoſt to a ſhadow ; his 
lordſhip being of a diminutively 
ſlender perſon, as well as of ſlender 
intellects; which latter circum- 
ſtance. the reader will probably 
infer from his behaviour ; ; as pride 
and emptineſs generally go toge- 
ther, and want of common civility 
is an infallible mark of want of 


common Teaſe” 
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As our Engliſh univerſities were 


at this time very unjuſtly poſtponed 
to the foreign, lord Caſimere, like 


lord Boſcobel, had been bred un- 


der a private tutor at home, till 
it was thought proper to ſend him 


abroad; but when he got as far 


as Paris, on the grand tour, his 


lordſhip was recalled by the death 


of his mother (the dowager lady 
Caſimere); and ſo he received 
no other improvement from his 


travels, but that of grafting a por- 


tion of French grimace on his 


Engliſh ruſticity: and, like too 
many young men, going abroad ill- 
bred and xeturning home a fop., . 


His lordſhip, however, having 


Vox. I. 5 had 
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had a long minority, was come to 

a ſplendid fortune; which made 

captain Careleſs treat him with a 

degreeof deference, which fir Alon- 

20 and Plexippus were not in- 


| Elined to ſhew a man, who had 


treated them rather rudely. They 


therefore hurried the young ladies 


away; takin 8 an hand of each, 
with a freedom which they would 


not otherwiſe have made uſe of; 


placed them together at a vacant 


part of the table; and ſeated them- 
ſelves on each fide of them. The 
captain, then, with a complaiſant 
bow, left his lordſhip, who looked 


rather fmall, and joined his two 


hum ble friends, a captain ptai Thraſh- 


f er, 5 


h 


1 
er, and a Mr. Daſhwould a cler- 
gyman, whom he brought with 
him to Cheltenham, and who had 
attended him to the rooms. 

After breakfaſt, when the com- 
pany divided into parties, lord 


Cafimere, who was a little piqued, 
went again and faid a few fine 
things to Miſs Plumtree: but, as 
captain Careleſs and his party 
were going out of the room, his 
lordſhip went up to him, and 
aſked him where they lodged ? 
whether they expected lord Boſ- 
| cobel? and, turning to the young 
ladies, hoped, when they were 
dſ-engaged, he ſhould ſometimes 
have the honour of eſcorting 
HOLTLAS UM them: 
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them: and, that he ſhould ſee 
them at a breakfaſt, which he pro- 
poſed to give. They anſwered 
his politeneſs with a ſilent curt'ſey, 
and left the rooms to take a walk, 


SECTION 
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SECTION Vie 


attention to the youn g ladies than 
common civility, and obſerved how 
ſtrongly his friend Plexippus was 
attached to miſs Camilla Careleſs, 


to favour his views as much as he 


] decently could, he confined his 


converſation chiefly to miſs Care- 


leſs and the captain: but, how- 


ever looſe he might keep his af- 


L fections to that young lady, as ſhe 
herſelf had converſed but little 


with the contrary ſex, it is not 


certain that ſhe did not begin to 
D 3 „ 
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S fir Alonzo Fleetwood 
meant nothing more by his 


the had ſpoken ſo Qlightingly of 
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feel ſome little emotions in her 
breaſt not unfavourable to fir 
Alonzo F leetwood : nay, though 


by too ambitious a diſplay of her 


flender ftore of political know- 
edge, ſhe had rather diſguſted, 
than captivated the young baronet, 
at the firſt interview, and had 
oounteracted the effect of her per- 
ſonal charms, by affecting to know, 
what, tf 2 woman does know, it 
would be her intereſt to conceal; 


yet the more he converſed with 


her, the more favourable ideas he 


conceived of her underſtanding, 


and was ſurpriſed at the extenſive- 
neſs of her reading: nay, though 


her 


30 
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her ſiſter Camilla's fondneſs for 
poetry, he found that miſs Care- 
leſs herſelf had been much con- 


verſant with our dramatic and o 


ther writers of a more ſuperficial 
character; and, on fir Alonzo's 
quoting ſome common-place wit- 
ticiſm on the levity and incon- 
ſtancy of the ſex, ſhe retorted 
upon him, ſlapdaſh, with Otway's 


trite lines, 


Truſt not a man ! we are by nature falſe, 


Cruel, and inconſtant. —— 


If a man talks of love, with caution truſt 
him; | 
But, if he fears, he'll certainly deceive. 


Which convinced him, that love, 


as well as politics, had ſometimes 
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been the ſubject of miſs Maria's 


meditations. 

The baronet had, once or twice, 
almoft ſtumbled on the fubject of 
her religion: but, being conſcious 
of his own flender ſkill in contro- 
verſy, and not knowing how well 
the young lady might have been 
inſtructed by her ſpiritual guide, 


he wiſcly deſiſted. 
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SECTION VIII. 


LT HEN they came to dinner, 
lady Boſcobel had ſet out 
her table with more elegance than 


they expected in a lodging-houſe, 
and had adorned her perſon with 


more care than had been uſual 


with her ſince the death of her lord. 


Though her ladyſhip's charms, 
like the ſplendor of the declining 


ſun, were certainly lefs brilliant 


than thoſe of her daughters, yet 


her figure, her polite manner, and 


the eaſe and the dignity with 
which ſhe preſided at her table, 


made her a very deſirable object. 
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Lady Boſcobel, of courſe, in every 


act of civility, ſhewed a regard to 


fir Alonzo's rank and family : yet 


ſhe ſeemed rather partial in her 


attentions to Plexippus ; and, as 
ſhe had the pretence of talking to 
him about her eſtate in Wales, the 
addreſſed her diſcourſe in a greater 
proportion to Him, and, before they 
parted, had a ſort of trete-d-tete 
with him, in which her ladyſhip 


talked to him with much more 


freedom and condeſcenſion than, 
from her ſtately appearance, he 


could have expected, She hoped 


their meeting might prove a for- 
tunate event : that he might' pro- 
bably have it in his power to do 
y her 


to . 


her ſome ſervice in regard to her 


eſtate : but, whether he had. Ot 


not, ſhe hoped he would call upon 


her whenever he had an opportu- 
nity; as ſhe did not doubt but her 
ſon, lord Boſcobel, would be hap- 
py in his acquaintance. + - 

This extraordinary eneourage- 


ment afforded Plexippus a pleafing 


proſpect of improving his intima- 
cy with miſs Camilla Careleſs; 
though he had not yet given her 


the moſt diſtant hint of his ambi- 


tious hopes. 

It was with reluctance that he 
and fir Alonzo took their leave, in 
order - to ſet out for Wales the 
next morning. But Plexippus's 


0 ron 6 father 
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her ſome ſervice in regard: to hey 
eſtate: but, whether he had or 
not, ſhe hoped he would call upon 
her whenever he had an opportu- 
nity; as ſhe did not doubt but her 
ſon, lord Boſcobel, would be hap- 
py in his acquaintance. - 
This extraordinary encourage= 
ment attorded Plexippus a pleaſing 
proſpe of improving his intima- 
cy with miſs Camilla Careleſs ; 
| though he had not yet given her 
the moſt diſtant hint of his ambi- 
tious hopes. D; 

It was with reluctance that he 
and fir Alonzo took their leave, in 
order to ſet out for Wales the 
next morning. But Plexippus's 
05 5555 father 
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father had written to him to come 
down on particular buſineſs ;' and 
he made it an indiſpenſable rule; 
never to give his parents a mo- 
ment's anxiety which he could 
poſſibly avoid. They promiſed, 
however, to return to Cheltenham, 
and make a longer ſtay there, in a 
fortnight's time; at which the fa- 


mily expreſſed great ſatisfaction. 
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8 captain Careleſs break- 
faſted with the two travel 
lers at the inn, it was late before 
they ſet out; ſo that they did 


not reach Plexippus's houſe, on 


the borders of Glamorganſhire, 


till after dinner the ſecond day. 


Sir Alonzo found old Mr. Philips 
a plain and ſenſible, though rather 


uneducated man; and Mrs. Phi- 


lips quite an elegant, and even 
polite woman. He was much 
pleaſed with the beauty of the 
country, | and with the appearance 
of convenience, neatneſs, and-fim- 
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plicity round their habitation. Mr. 
Philips kept every thing in excel- 
lent repair, and Mrs. Philips had 
added a degree of elegance and em · 
belliſhment to the manſion and its 
environs. After the uſual compli- 
ments, the old gentleman ſoon be. 
gan with his ſon, with one of the 
ſubjects which were uppermoſt in 
his thoughts; and ſaid, he had 
ſent for him, among other rea- 
ſons, to conſult him as a lawyer. 
Sir Alonzo ſmiled at this begin- 
ning; and Plexippus ſaid, his fa- 
ther muſt not rely upon his opi- 
nion, who, he knew, was but juſt 
| called to the bar. Why,” ſays 
* * . any common 
attorney 


„ 

attorney could probably ſatisfy me 
in this point: but I am always 
unwilling to apply to them, if poſ- 
ſible to avoid it; as it is their in- 


tereſt to per plex matters, though 


ever ſo plain; and, like Dutch- 
men, they will hardly tell you 
what o'clock it is, without being 


paid for it. The whole affair then 


is this :—ſome diſtant relations of 
Mr. Jones, of whom, you know, 
I purchaſed the Brecknockſhire 


eſtate, have put in a claim, and 


pretend that he could not make 
2 title to it, on account of ſome 


mortgage, or ſome younger chil- 


dren's fortunes, which were never 


Jon: off by Mr. Jones's grandfa- 
ther, 
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ther, at this end of the laſt cen- 
tury.” If that be all, ö ſays 
Plexippus, I'll venture to give 


my opinion, from what TI learned 
at Dr. Blackſtone's lectures at 
Oxford—that /ixty years uninter- 
rupted : poſſeſſion bars all claims 


whatſoever.” *« Why, I thought 
1 had heard ſome ſuch maxim,” 


faid the old gentleman, © and yet 
I was a little alarmed ; but, I be- 
lieve, theſe poor people are ſet on 
by ſome low raſcal] of an attorney, 


who wants to be fiſhing in trou- 


bled waters. - But our other buſi- 


nefs I 5 defer till to-morrow 


morning.” 


As this affair did not ſeem of 
ſufficient 


.. ͤ w 0 rn ey 
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ſufficient importance to produce 
the preſſing letter which the old | 
gentleman had written to his ſon, 
and which was the cauſe of his 
coming into the country ſooner 
than he otherwiſe would have 
done, Plexippus was impatient for | 
the morning's arrival. 

As ſoon as his father came 
down, he took his ſon into a re- 
tired part of the garden, and en- 
tered upon the buſineſs with ſome 
ſolemnity “ I am going to men- 
tion an affair to you, Charles, 
ſays he, which I hope will give 
you pleaſure—You are now near 
five-and-twenty, which is a very 
proper age for a young man to 

38 marry 
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marry and ſettle in the world.” 


Plexippus ſtarted back, as if he 


had trod upon a ſnake. © Why, 
fir, I have heard you ſay, that a 
man ſhould never marry till he 
was thirty.” Pooh! that's only 
in ſome particular caſes,” replies 
the old gentleman—* where a man 


is born to an entailed hereditary 


eſtate, which perhaps his eldeſt fon 


will be impatient to poſſeſs, While 


his father i is in the prime of life.— 
But, Charles, you are my only ſon, 
and I wiſh to ſee you well ſettled 
before I quit the world: and 1 


would not have you loſe the op- 
portunity, which now preſents it- 


ſelf, of your marrying to great ad 
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vantage. In ſhort, my old friend 
(and neighbour, as we may ſay) 
Owen Thomas, whom you ſaw 
when we dined there laſt ſummer, 
has been with me within this 
fortnight; and having, he ſays, 
heard a good character of you for 
ſobriety and good behaviour, has - 
made propoſals, and offered you 
his only daughter, to whom he 
will give, firſt and laſt, ten or 
twelve thouſand pounds. She is a 
very pretty, diſcreet, and a very re- 
ligious young woman, and, I don't 
doubt, will make you a good wife. 
In ſhort, Charles, I would not 
have you loſe a ſingle day, but 
h Walt on her to-morrow ; for, de- 
VA. pend 
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pend upon it, ſuch a fortune, and 
ſuch a fine young woman, will be 
caught up before we can look 
about us.” 

Plexippus, diving this harangue, 
looked in confuſion ; but replied, 
that miſs Thomas was certainly 


a good comely youn g woman, and 


a better fortune than he had rea- 


ſon to expect; but that ſhe was at 


preſent rather too young, and had 
not ſeen enough of the world.” 
—* Seen enough of the world!” 


cries the old gentleman, with ſome 


warmth ; < what is there in the 
world worth ſeeing? I have ſeen 


enough of the world, and know it 
to be full of folly and wickedneſs. 
: Lou 


TW}! 
You have ſeen more of the world, 
too, than, if I had followed my own 
judgment, I ſhould have wiſhed 
you to ſee. Miſs Thomas, how- 
ever, is a very accompliſhed young 
woman; her father ſays, ſhe has had 


a dancing-maſter from Cowbridge 


attend her, once a month, ever 
ſince ſhe came from the boarding- 
ſchool, and that ſhe plays very well 
upon the muſic; and the writing- 
' maſter attends her two or three 


times a week, to improve her in 
accounts; and, he ſays, he takes 
in the Lady's Magazine for her, 


and the Weekly Chronicle, which 


is almoſt as good as a magazine, 


now-a-days. In ſhort, the writ- 


ing-maſter 


[ 50 ] 


 ing-maſter aſſures him his daugh- 


ter is as good a ſcholar as he 
himſelf is: and what need a young 


woman know more? - In ſhort, 


I defire- you will conſider of it, 
Charles; and ſhall __ . 
— 4 

They now faw fir Alonzo at a 
diſtance, coming into the garden: 


they dropped the ſubject, there- 


fore, and joined him. Well, fir 
Alonzo,” faid the old gentleman, 
you have brought your gun with 


you, I ſee; it is rather early in 


the year ; but I believe there are 
plenty of birds, and my ſon ſhall 
attend you; and 1 with I were 
twenty years younger, 1 would 
8 ſhew 


8 


1 
bew you” the way.” They now 
adjourned to breakfaſt, 


* 
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SECTION X. 


MRHOUGH Plexippus had 
A yet but vague ideas in re- 

gard to miſs Camilla Careleſs, and 

but ſmall hopes that either the 
family, or even the young lady 
herſelf, would liſten to propoſals 

from 2 man of ſuch inferior birth, 

and of a fortune ſo inadequate to 

the ſtyle of life in which ſhe had 
been bred up; yet the opportuni- < _ 
ties, which the partiality expreſſed 

by lady Boſcobel might give him 
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of often ſeeing and converſing 
with the young lady, gave him 
ſome little encouragement; eſpe- 
cially as he had learned from his 
friend captain Careleſs, that the 
younger children were but flen- 
derly provided for. Theſe con- 
ſiderations made him determine 
not to. cut himſelf off from all 
poſſibility of ever poſſeſſing the 
only woman, who, according to 
his preſent ſtate of mind, could 
make him happy. | 

He took the firſt * ee 
however, after breakfaſt, of being 
alone with his mother, who, he 
knew, had great influence over 
the old gentleman. She rn ä 
ately 


— 


* 
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ately began with him upon the 
ſubject: ſhe ſaid, that his fa- 
ther, at preſent, had this affair 
much at heart; and it would cer- 
tainly be a very good match for 
him—* But,” ſays ſhe, © as we 
have only your happineſs in view, 
[ would by no means have you do 
a thing contrary to your inclina- 
tion, Your poor dear ſiſter, add- 
ed ſhe, © fell a victim to her duty: 
the gave up an imprudent attach-- 
ment, in obedience to her father 
and mother ; but the ſacrifice coſt 
her too dear; it bronght her into 
a conſumption, which, you know, | 
| proved fatal. For my part, though 
miſs Thomas is a good ſort af girl, 

Vol. I. LR yet 
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vet ſhe has not been brought up, 
Jam afraid, in a manner which 
.can much recommend her to your 
choice.“ 
My dear madam!” cries Plex- 
5ppus, preſſing his mother's hand 
to his breaſt, . you have not only 
given me an education, but nature 
has given me feelings, which re- 
volt at the idea of ſo near and in- 
womgy an union with miſs Tho- 
I faw her, when my father 
Fes 1 dined there, laſt ſummer. 1 
could be pleaſed with a cottage- 
girl, with her hair about her ears, 
in her native ſimplicity; but, in 
that young lady, nature is diſtorted | 
* A _— education and vulgar 
- habits ; 


11 
habits; and the accompliſhments, 
which my father ſo pompouſly 
enumerates, would contribute but 
little towards nnn my af- | 

fections. | 111 
Well, Charles, winds the 

affair coolly,” ſays Mrs. Philips, 
« before you reject ſuch an offer; 


and, if you cannot bring yourſelf 
do reliſh ſuch an alliance, I'Il en- 
deavour, by degrees, to reconcile 
your father to your refuſal. 
Indeed, there is another cir« 
cumitance,” added Mrs. Philips, 
* which I rather diſlike, in miſs 
Thomas: I hear, ſhe is of late 
_ violently attached to theſe Metho- 5 
difts ;. for, thou 31 many of them; 
er gde 1 believe, 
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I believe, are ſincerely religious, | 
and mean well, they unſettle the 
minds of weak people, and not 
only « draw off their attention from 
the care of their families, but, 
bein 8 led by fancy, without any 


5 rational principles, they often run 


from one extreme into another. 
This at leaſt has been the caſe of 
more than one of my acquaint- 
ance.— But I have another piece 
of news to tell you, which you 
will be pleaſed with. Since your 


father wrote to you, I have been 


(at her own requeſt): to wait on 
Mrs. Edwards, who bred me up, 


and whom I have not ſeen ſince I 


* your father. She was 
451 * dangerouſly | 


* 
 eangeroully ill, and deſired to ce 
me, and received me with. great. 
cordiality ; was glad to hear that 
I lived. happily, and was bleſſed 

with a ſon who bore ſo good a 
character, and whom every one, 
ſhe ſaid, ſpeaks well of. She de- 
fired, if ſhe recovered, ſhe might 
ſee me often, and; when ſhe was 
fit to ſee com pans. that I would' 
bring you with me.” 


4 


The reader. may recollect, chat 
Mrs. Philips was ſuppoſed to be 
a foundling, and bred up by a 
lady of fortune in the neighbour- 
hood, which was this Mrs. Ed- 
wards. But though ſhe was faid 
to have been left at their door in 
London (as people love to give 
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every thing an ill-natured turn) it 
was whiſpered about, that ſhe was 


nearly related to ſome of the fa- 
mily, as Mrs. Edwards younger 
ſiſter (who died a year or two af- 


terwards) left this foundling five 
hundred pounds. However that 
might be, Mrs. Edwards had en- 


tirely bred her up — given her a 


good education; but was ſo angry 
at her marrying Mr. Philips, with 


whom there was a family quarrel 


on ſome party account, that, as 


ſhe of late years came only a month 
or two in the ſummer into the 
country, ſhe had taken no notice 
of her, til this ns for ert 


years. 5 a 
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SECTION xx. 


LEXIPPUS, amidſt his fa- 
mily concerns, was not in- 
attentive to the amuſement of his 
friend fir Alonzo, and to .what, 
he knew, had been the principal 
inducement to his accompanying 
him into the country. Few. days 
paſſed without their climbing the 

mountains in purſuit of game; 
nor was their purſuit unſucceſſ- 
ful. Plexippus, however, had it 
equally at heart to oblige lady 

Boſcobel, by his enquiries into 
the particulars of her eſtate : 
which a viſit, the following week, 
E 4 | with 
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with his mother, to Mrs. Edwards, 


who lived within two miles of it, 
gave him an opportunity of per- 


. forming : for Mrs. Edwards's old 
ſteward furniſhed him with ſuffi 
cient intelligence, but under an 


injunction of ſecrecy, as he was 


unwilling to involve himſelf ith 
his neighbours. He confirmed to 


a demonſtration, what Plexippus 


had often heard, that the eſtate 
was under-let at leaſt one third ; 
-which, if properly authorized; he 
would undertake to prove to la- 
dy Boſcobel's ſatisfaction. 


Plexippus, as I have ſaid, had 


now made a At with his mother 
| to Mrs. Edwards. He found her 
- very 


81 F 
x very ſtately old lady, conſcious: 
of her virgin purity, but of a fa- 
ſhionable appearance, and conſi- 
derable knowledge of the world. 
She was now as well as E woman ; 
at her time of life (for ſhe was near- 
ſeventy)” could expect to be: but 
ſhe received them in her bed- 5 
chamber, neatly dreſſed in a 
white ſatin night-gown. 
She told Plexippus, that ſhe bad ; 
always retained an affectionate re- 
gard for his mother; though ſhe | 
had been diſpleaſed with her, 
at the time, for marrying Mr. 
Philips: © but, as it has turned 
out ſo well, and (I confeſs to you, 5 
young man) as 1 have heard, from 
ES my 
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my friends in town, ſo gooda cha- 
racter of you, I have, for ſome 
time, wiſhed to ſee her again; but, 
1 hardly know why, have ſtill de- 
2 It, till my Miner $ reminded 
. Ae Edwards ſaid, ſhe was 
pleaſed to find that his father 
made him ſo handſome an allow- 
| 1 : ance : for, though a young man, 
* who has nothing but a genteel 
3 appearance to recommend him, 
will never be greatly eſteemed, ; 
yet a little ſhew Was a very pro- 
per, and, in this age, a neceſſary N 
introduction, either to good com- 
pany, or to N in a 1 
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«T find,” continued the old 
lady, you are acquainted with | 
Lady Boſcobel's family. I remem 
ber ' her father, old Sir Humphry „ 
Saintfoin, and his brother, the ma- 
jor, came, above forty years ſince, 
to reſide two or three months at 
their old manſion-houſe; but have 
never had any acquaintance with 
any wo che TOO. fince. their 
deith : D att: : 
When ads Jun his mo- 
ther took their leave, Mrs. Ed- 
- wards told him, that ſhe wontd . 
be glad to ſee him at. rer houſe in 
Dover- ſtreet, when ſhe went to 
London; and, at the fame time, 
gave him a ſmall gold medal : 
7 0ET9 28, | 6. Y, of. 


11 
11 


L 84 ] 


of Henrietta Maria, conſort of 


Charles I. and hoped he would keep 


that trifle, for her ſake. He re- 
ceived it with many acknowledg. 
ments; and ſaid, he could not 


conſider any thing as a 7rifle, from 
-fo good a friend to his mother: 


and, obſerving the medal had a 


filver loop, he ſaid, he would wear 
It conſtantly 1 next his heart. 
Theſe little marks of kindneſs 


gave Mrs. Philips great pleaſure; 


excluſively of the hopes which 


TY inſpired, of an handſome lega- 


it ſhould ry God ole toe 
From — infirmitics of * 
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SECTION XII. 


\ L D Mr. Philips continued 

every day to expoſtulate 
with his ſon, (and with more ſtern- 
neſs than was uſual with him) on 


his reluctance to wait on miſs Tho- 
mas. But, as Mrs. Philips ſaw that 


Plexippus was averſe from the 
match ; and ſhe herſelf, for reaſons 


above mentioned, was not very 


hearty in the cauſe, ſhe told the old 
gentleman, that Charles could not 
decently leave fir Alonzo alone at 
| preſent ; and, in ſhort, prevailed 85 


on him to defer it, till he came 


next into the country. And, the 
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fortnight, which fir Alonzo pro. 
miſed to ſpend with Plexippus, 
being now expired, they were both 
; impatient to return to Chelten. 
ham: to which, in Plexippuss 
fancy, at leaſt, every other-idd 
| ny place. IM 
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t s EC TION. XIII. 

Ne. | ver; 
88 "HEN the two: young 
al ' * travellers came to Chel- 


| tenham, then, they found the face 
of affairs there, in ſo ſhort a time; 
| confiderably. altered. — The ho- 
| nourable captain Careleſs, their 
friend, had been ordered to join 
his regiment in the Iſle of Wight; 
and his brother, lord Boſcobel, 
was arrived at Cheltenham : who, 
| joining with his acquaintance lord 
cCaſimere, and his party, they car- 
died every thing before them. 


ad were told, that lord Caſimere 
| had 


M 
£2 SS . 


SYS 


had given a public breakfaſt ; to 


which, of courſe, lord Boſcobel 
would conduct his ſiſters. This 
intelligence gave Plexippus no 
great pleaſure: he ſent: a card, 


however, to inform lady Boſcobel 


of their return, and his readineſs 
to wait on her ladyſhip and give 
her an account of the commiſſion 


with with ſhe had honoured him. 


Lady Boſcobel returned for an- 
ſwer, that her ſon, lord  Boſco- 


bel, would call on fir Alonzo, and 


to dinner at four o'clock; but, in 


the mean time, wiſhed to ſee hin, 


pt twelve o clock, to talk with her 


and lord Boſcobel about the affair 
5 which 


7 
K —ͤ — 
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which he had ſo n under- 


taken. | 
Accordin gly, when Plexippus 


came to lady Boſcobel's, he found 


her alone with' the young lord, 
to whom ſhe introduced him ; 


but he was greatly diſappointed 


in not ſeeing miſs Camilla or her 
| fiſter in the room. 4 
Lord Boſcobel treated YE: whh 


civility ; and lady Boſcobel ſoon 


| began upon the buſineſs of the 
Glamorganſhire eſtate. Plexippus 


laid, he found it was let for 


eight hundred pounds a year, but, 


E that he had undoubted intelligence | 


that a fenant would have a very 


* bargain af it at twelve hun- 
dred 


A 
dred pounds. Her ladyſhip re- 
plied, that it was, ſhe believed 

let for eight hundred pounds; 
but that, after deducting land tax 
poor's rates, and repairs, ſhe ſel. 


dom received clear ſix hundrelfif 
pounds. Lord Boſcobel liſtened 
2 few minutes to this detail, thai 
ſtarting up. ſaid, Well, madam 
this is your own affair; and I an 
engaged to meet lord Caſimen 
at twelve o'clock, at the billiard- 
room; and muſt leave you and 
Mr. Philips to ſettle it as ”Sy 
pleaſe... 

| As he went gut, lady: Boſcobdl 
ſhook her head, exclaiming, © Ahl 
be is a though tleſs young mas 
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land attends to nothing but his 


pleaſures and amuſements; I wiſh 


Is; he had your ſteadineſs, Mr. Phi- A 


nps! Then my fon, the captain, is 
always with his regiment ; ſo that 
e have nobody that I can truſt in 
(he management of my affairs. I 
I believe I muſt look. out for ſome 
5 friend, who would have an intereſt 
Win managing my jointure to the 


beſt advantage.” Plexippus re- 
plied, that her ladyſhip | could 
ot long be at a lofs in that re- 
Wheat: that he believed a lady” I 
 Wiieward, in their neighbourhood, 


xl might be prevailed on to under- 


take it. Ah, fir,” ſays ſhe, 
* ſtewards, you are fenſible, are not 
to 
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footing.” 
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to. be depended upon: I have 2 
ſteward already, who was well re. 


commended to lord Boſcobel, and 


you ſee how things are. Well 


madam, but that is partly owing 


to my lord's inattention to his af- 
fairs ; ; and, if another perſon were 
put in, or the preſent ſteward were 


Properly called upon, things might 


certainly be put upon a better 
& Ah! Mr. Philips,” 
replied her -ladyſhip, locking at 


him with an air of tenderneſs, 


which a little ſurpriſed him, ©] 


with you could recommend any 


one, as active and as honeſt as 
yourſelf, to manage my affairs: 
my ſons, as I ſaid before, are un- 


£ 


fit 


_ 
fit for buſineſs and beſides are 
hardly ever at home with me; and 
in ſhort, I ſhall ſoon be quite ſo- 
litary and deſerted.” © Your la- 
| dyſhip cannot complain of ſoli- 
tude,” ſaid Plexippus, with 
two ſuch amiable young ladies 
as your daughters always with 
Nn. 2 | 
« Why, my daughters are 
growing up; but they are yet too 
| young to aſſiſt me with their ad- 
vice, or to admit to my confidence. 
My daughter Maria is very ſerious 
and conſiderate, but ſhe is never 
eaſy from her books; and Camil- 
l, my youn ger daughter, is as 
giddy as her brother: beſides, 1 
ir s | hope 


"+ 1 


hope ſhe 1s likely ſoon to be dif. 
poſed of to advantage.” '— This was 


A thunder-clap to Plexippus; and 


he would have been greatly em- 
barraſſed to continue the conver. 
ation ; but, luckily for him, a ſer- 
vant came to announce old lady 
Goodenough and her daughte, 
who, having ſome knowledge of 


lady Boſcobel, came to return a 
morning viſit : Plexippus, there- 
fore, was glad to take his leave, 
and make his eſcape; even with- 


out the ſight of the fair Camilla. 
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$ECTION XIV. 


8 ſoon as Plexippus had 
joined fir Alonzo at the 
inn, he began, in a plaintive ſtyle, 


to give vent to his apprehenſions. 
He told his friend what lady Boſ- 
cobel had ſaid of miſs Camilla; 
which, if the affair had not been 
far advanced, her ladyſhip ce rtainly 
would not have mentioned to (al- 
moſt) a ſtranger. It inſtantaneouſly 
occurred to fir Alonzo and to Plex- 
Ippus, that lord-Cafimere, who at 
firſt fight ſeemed captivated with | 
muſs e, had made Bis ad- 
dreſſes 
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dreſſes to tar: in their abſence; 
and that his ſuit had been fi- 


voured by lord Boſcobel. This 


Plexippus's 8 jealouſy confirmed to 
him, beyond a doubt : but fir 


Alonzo conſoled his friend, by 


aſſuring him, that, from what 
he had obſerved of miſs Camilla, 


the would never liſten to ſuch a 
mere thing of filk, ſuch a piece 


of paſteboard, as lord Caſimere, 
„Ah!“ cries Plexippus, but 


; his title, family, and for tune, wil 
| ſupply every deficiency of per- 


ſon or underſtandin g. and out- 
weigh any ſuperiority that a com- 
moner has to boaſt of; eſpecial 
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* If if countenanced by lord Boſcobel, | 
and ſupported by maternal autho- 
5 fity, of which my dear Camilla, 


f I obſerve, entertains exalted ideas, 
which I would not wiſh her to 
violate or x diſregard.” - png, 
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ſtrolling towards the walks, when 
they met the two noble lords. 
On ſeeing Plexippus, lord Boſco- 
bel came up to. him; and, being 
introduced to fir Alonzo Fleet- 
wood, received him civilly ; and, 
after the uſual ſpeeches, ſaid, lady 
Boſcobel would be glad of his com- 
pany to dine with them, at four 
o'clock ; and then immediately re- 
joined his companion lord Caſi- 


mere. Who are thoſe two 111 bred 
. 5 fellows | | 


F TE K deliberations g and PR 
1 nalyſing this affair for near 
an hour, they went out, and were 
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ſellows (ays his lordſhip) who are 
ſo intimate with your brother the 
captain?“ I know but little of 
| them,” replied lord Boſcobel, my 

brother picked them up on the 
road. One of them is a Cheſhire 


baronet of a good fortune: : the 
other i nobody of any conſe- 


quence. He was a ſehool- fellow 


of my brother's at Eton, and, as 
he lives in Wales, my mother is 
going to appoint him a ſort of a 


ſeward to her eſtate in Glamor- 
ganlhire. | 


They ſeem to take great ber- 
ties with miſs Carelefles, for ſuch 
little people, meth inks. Fe hey 

breakfaſt” here a 
1 F2 - fortnight _ 


were at a public b 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 


fortnight ago; and, while I was 
talking to miſs Camilla, that Welch 
puppy took her under his arm, as 
fir Alonzo A lectwood did miſs 
Careleſs, and hurricd them, in a 
very impudent manner, to another 
part of the room. I did not care 
to reſent it, as they were your 
* brother's acquaintance, J found; 
nor to put myſelf upon a level 
with ove. ſo much beneath my 
notice. 
« Why, my brother lets him 
{elf down too much, and is rather 
partial to ſach company. But this 
young fellow, as I told you, may 
be of ſome ſervice, in managing my 
mother :s Weleh eſtate, which is part 
35 7" of 
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Your lordſhip 


of her jointure. 


will not dine with us to-day, 


then?“ © No,” replied lord Caſi- 


mere, “J am not partial to the 
captain's friends, though 1 am to 


his fiſters.—Adicu P 


* : 
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SECTION XVI. 


T HEN fir Alonzo and Plex- 
ippus, at four o'clock, 


came to lady Boſcobel's, they found 
the young lord in the room alone, 


ſtudying the Newmarket liſt of 
horſes——< I never ſee you upon 


the turf, fir Alonzo.” © No, my 
lord, I am fond of every kind of 
ſport but ſuch as are almoſt un- 


avoidably attended with gambling. 
I love horſes, and my fortune en- 
ables me to keep two or three 
hunters ; but few fortunes, I be- 


lieve, can ſupport the expence of 


a man that is not in the {ecret, 
who 


"TY 


( Wy 1 

who continually mixes with ſhar- 
pers, or the hnowing ones, as they 
are properly called; for they gene- 

rally #20w more of the matter than 
is communicated to young men of 
fortune.” Well, fays his lord- 
ſhip. 1 have yet only attended 
one or 'two meetings, and, upon 
the whole, I believe, have come 
off with money in my pocket.” TH 

« Why,” ſays Plexippus, © that 
is often the greateſt danger a young 
man of fortune is expoſed to; as a 
little ſucceſs in the beginning f 1s a 
temptation to engage more deeply; 
and it is well if he is not ſoon con- 
vinced by experience, that thoſe 
who have nothing to loſe will have 

„ the 


E ps to Plexippus, ſhe was almoſt 


— 


| the beſt of the bargain.” Well, 
replied his lordſhip, ce 4g I run no 
| horſes of my own yet, I'll take 

care not to venture too much on 


thoſe of other people.“ 


lady Boſcobel, with the two young 


Though Plexippus ſaw nothing 
but the lovely miſs Camilla (wha, 
© the moment ſhe ſaw him, bluſhed 
like Aurora) the preſence of lady 

| Boſcobel kept the young ladies ſo 
much in awe, that but little con- 
1 __ paſſed during the after- 
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Dinner was now ſerved; when 


ladies, made her appearance.— 


Miſs Camilla fitting oppo- 


afraid to look up; but whenever 
her 


HERS 3 S= SDS - 
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her eyes met his, they gave him 
ſufficient intelligence of what, he 


flattered himſelf, paſſed in her 
own breaſt. As fir Alonzo, how- 
ever, was under the leaſt reſtraint, 
he paid particular attention to miſs 
Careleſs, as lady Boſcobel did to. 
Plexippus, according to cuſtom. 


A ball being fixed for the next 


evening, fir Alonzo hoped, that 


if ſhe danced, miſs Careleſs would. 


honour him with her hand. Lady 


Boſcobel anſwered, that if ſhe was. 


| well enough to. attend them, her 


daughters. would. be. at the ball, 
and. miſs. Maria would be glad. of 
ſuch a partner. Camilla, ſhe be- 


* was engaged, if ſhe went. 


ES This 


% 


4 


This was enpugh for Plexippus 
and he was not ſorry that lady 


SG 4» : 


oſcobel ordered coffee early in 
afternoon, that he might re- 
again vent 


— 
bs 


» 
- 
4 
4 
# +4 
* 
. £ 
jon 
* 
* 
. 
= 
t . 
an * 
2 3 
L - 
* 3 / 
* * 
* 
* — 
4 4 
A. * — 
— - * uf 4- * 
of 
! 
* 
= 
* 
* — 4 
s # 
8 . 


SECTION 


— 


[ 207 } 


SECTION xvn. 


PLEXIPPUS, © ina fit TY 
ſpondence, broke out into 
com plaints, that his affairs were 
now become deſperate ; eſpecially 
as his friend: captain Careleſs was 
gone, and he could have no op- 
portunity of having a moment's 
converſation with the object of his 
affection. 8 
© Why,” ſays: fir Aon - you 
ſeem to have forgot tlie 0 for- 
midable obſtacle to your wiſhes, 
that of the young ladies being 
Catholics ;, which now ſtares me 
in the face, and damps the hopes 
F 6 n 
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which I had begun to entertain in 


regard to miſs Maria Careleſs; for, 


| every time I ſee her, I feel myſelf 
+ Pe more and more attached to that 


nta! maid ; and, though 1 


have engaged to dance with her 


to-morrow night, yet it is my opi- 


ftay at Cheltenham, and make our 


eſcape as ſoon as poſſible from the 
lbyrinth in which we are likely 
to be involved. We are. now: both | 
expoſed to danger, and courage 
will avail nothing againſt the en- 
57 chantment of Web? There i is no. 
Fr fafety but in flight. 


« Ah!” cries — ce. I an 


_ RA ſenſible of my un- | | 


nion that we [EG ſhorten our 
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accountable folly, and yet find no 
inclination to adopt your wife 
counſels. From the moment I 
firſt ſaw the lovely Camilla, I rea 
ly flattered myſelf that a mutual 
ſympathy (which lovers fo fre- 
quently talk of) had taken place 
between us; and, in ſpite of all 
objections, that fome lucky con- 
currence of events would, ſome 
time or other, make me happy in 
the poſſeſſion of that angelic fair 
one: but theſe viſionary" ideas ane 
now all vaniſhed.” Why, re- 
plies fir Alonzo, © they ſay, that 
either from ſome deſtiny previous 


to marriage, or by an habitual in- 
tercourſe ſubſequent to it, there is. 
3 i 


have really fancied ſome likeneſs 


between you and miſs Camilla: 


count for my attachment to mils 
Leonora, to whom I fancy myſelf 


can be to a fine woman; for, 
 #hough miſs Camilla is a charm- 
ung girl, I have never felt that 
partiality in favour of her perſon, 
which ſeems ſo violently to have | 
captivated yo But it is happy, 


do not interfere.” "ns: | 


[ 240 * 8 
l ways ſome reſ⸗ mblance between 
"I huſband and wife ; and, when. 
ever I have ſeen you together, | 


and perhaps this may partly ac- 


as much like, as an ugly fellow 


for me at leaſt, that our intereſts 
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$'EC TION XVIII. 


HE next. day Plexippus faid, 
J at firſt, he would not go to 
the ball, to be a witneſs to the 
triumph of his rival. But, on fur- 


cher deliberation, he was deter- 


mined to go, and obſerve, whether 
his beloved Camilla was happy in 
her right honourable lover, and 
what effect it appeared ta have 
upon her e d him— 
(lf. 

They 1 went. pretty early to the 
rooms, where the ladies were nat. 
yet come... After a little time, the 


two lords and their party came in. 
* 5 W T5 . R | / =, * _ : 4 
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cj: 1 
Lord Boſcobel bowed to fir Alon. 
zo and Plexippus, but did not 
offer to join them. It was near 6 
eight o'clock before lady Boſcobel Ml 
and her two daughters arrived. 
When the minuets began, lord 
Cafſimere opened the ball. with 
miſs Careleſs; ſhe danced: a ſecond 
minuet with fir Alonzo F leetwood, 
who. next led out miſs Camilla 
Careleſs; Plexi ppus then had the 
good fortune, for once; to take the 
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Hand of miſs Camilla; and, though b 
hie, through timidity; might not WW . 
perhaps perform with ' any extra- 
ordinary degree of excellence; nor = 


Plexippus with the Paris air of 1 
bord 1 yet the advantage 
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13 
of perſon (which each of them 
enjoyed ſuperior to any young 
people in the room) heightened 
by the amiable bluſhes of the lady, 
and the unaffected air of the gen- 


fleman, excited the envy or the 


admiration of every one preſent. 


| When the minuets, however, 


were ended, poor Plexippus's mor- 
tiication commenced. Lord Caſi- 
mere, going up to the ladies, faid 


\ lightly to miſs Careleſs, © I hear, 


madam, you are engaged; but I 


hope I may, without being thought 


mpertinent, claim the favour of 
miſs Camilla's hand.” This for- 
mal ſpeech did not ſubdue the re- 


luctance with which ſhe roſe up 


to 


to dance, till lady Boſcobel had 
laid her injunctions upon her. Sir 
5 Alonzo took out miſs Careleſ,, 
and then Plexippus ſate down by 
lady Beſcobel, and would not have 
danced the whole evening, if her 
ladyſhip had not defired him to 
oblige her, in ſtanding up witha 
very plain young lady, the daugh- 
ter of lady Goodenough, a baro- 


net's widow, the ſame who came | 


to viſit lady Boſcobel the 2 
ing morning. 


Lord Boſcobel ſaw no one MED 


Shar could tem pt him to dance; 
ſo had gone to bett at the card- 
table, as ſoon as the minuets were 
over. Plexippus then led out the 
young 


ir 
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young lady, and placed her above 


miſs Plumtree, who was dancing 
with captain Thraſher; one of lord 


Caſimere's humble friends; mak- 


ing an handſome apology, however, 


to miſs Plumtree, © as his partner 
had precedence.” The captain im- 
mediately taking fire, ſaid, if the 


| lady had precedence, he had none. 


My place is oppoſite my partner,” 
replied Plexippus. Your place ! 


—your place !—who the devil are 


you?” rejoins the captain, having 
heard lord Caſimere ſpeak of him 


with ſome | degree of contempt. 
My name is Philips; and, if you 
have any thing further to ſay to 
Res . Hour of me at the 
| inn.“ 


3 - 
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inn.” The man of war growle 
and bluſtered, but 2 him plen- 


ty of room. 


Plexippus and the fair Cami 


neceſſarily met often in the dance, 
during the evening; but with 
ſuch evident marks of embarraſ- 
ment, and ſuch downcaſt looks, as 
could not have eſcaped the notice 
of any attentive ſpectator. Lord 
Caſimere talked inceſſantly to his 


partner: and his vanity prevented 


his being diſcouraged by the cold- 
neſsand inattention which herlooks 


manifeſtly diſcovered to all he had 


to lay. When the company went to 
tea, lord Caſimere and fir Alonzo, 


with their partners, attended by | 
captain 


a 

captain Thraſher and his partner, 
and the young clergyman, (whom 

MW tis lordſhip called his chaplain) 


one end of the table: but, as 
Plexippus's mind, at preſent, Was 
by no means in uniſon with theirs, 
he led his partner to another part 
MW ef the table, where lady Boſcobel 
nd lady Goodenough were ſeated, 
and placed himſelf next to lady 
occobel. Her ladyſhip obſerved 
bow grave he looked, and began 
nllying him upon it: ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe ſuppoſed he was in love, and 
| had left his heart in Glamorgan- 
ſhire. He anſwered, * I may be 
in love, perhaps; but, I affure 


and his partner, got together at 


your 


4 
— 5 


nr 
your ladyſhip, I have not left my 


heart in Wales.” This decla- 
ration would have tempted her 
ladyſhip to proceed in the ſame 
ſtyle; but their attention was di- 
verted to the bottom of the table, 
by an exclamation of captain 
Flaſh !. (as the ladies had called 


Thraſher) A damn d good hit! 
upon my ſoul !! — , Oh!” fays 


his lordſhip, the doctor is a good 


hand at an impromptu; tis his 


fort '”—The caſe was, Dr. Daſh 


| (as the ladies had alſo called the 
young clergyman), danced with a 
pretty married woman, whole! 
name was Arrowſmith; and, u p- | 
on k going. from her ſeat, (for 
9 : ſome 


Ea I 
ſome reaſon or other) he called 
out (extempore, a8 he pretended) 


« Where. is the Arrow that has _ * 


heart? 
« And where the Smith chat forgd che fatal. 
dart?“ 


This young divine, and the cap- 
tain, were lord Caſimere's ſhadows, 
and attended him on all occaſions; 5 
though Thraſher was only a nami- 


| nl captain, having been a. ſhort 5 
ine in the militia, which had 

been lately eſtabliſhed, on the diſ- 

miſſion of the Heſſian. troops. 

: Daſhwould was a ſmart young 


man, and a good ſcholar; but, as f 
the Roman hiſtorian ſays of a 
dy of aal. that 5 bee danced 9 


** 
3 more 
. | 
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more elegantly, than was neceſſary il « 
for a modeſs woman,” ſo Mr. 


' Daſhwould had more wit and fi- | 
ſhion than was requiſite for 1 
grave divine. He ſpouted Shake. ? 
ſpear, and wrote Epigrams ; wa Ml F 
the firſt man at a Rebus, or 9 
Chararde ; and often ſet © the ta. . 
ble on a roar,” by his flaſhes d 
wit and merriment. He was alſo; a 
great critic in female dreſs —< Such WF 1 

* lady did not look well in green, de 


« Another ought not to wer hi 
pink ribbands.” He told a very di, 
thin you ng lady, that ſhe wore 
her curls too full ; and ſaid chat the or 
pretty miſs Plumtree would look im 


better without powder. Mik 
| Plumtree 
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Plomtree replied, that, as he 


was ſo great a judge of dreſs, ſhe 
inſiſted on his writing her a diſ- 
ſertation upon the ſubject: which 
he promiſed to do, if ſhe would 
promiſe to ſubmit to his precepts, 
and prevail on old lady Evergreen 
to do the ſame. But the doctor's 
chief merit with lord Caſimere 
was the blazoning, in public pla- 
ces, and amongſt ſtrangers, his 
lordſhip's good qualities, or heroic 


deeds; to render more intelligible 


his remarks, or good things; to ri- 
dicule or brow-beat any one that 


preſumed to conteſt the ſtrength 


of his lordſhip's arguments, He 
impertinently whiſpered in miſs 


Wr. .. 6 Camilla's 
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Camilla's ear, (what ſhe did not 
- wiſh to hear) how important a 


conqueſt ſhe had made of lord 
Caſimere. He had his eye upon 
Plexippus, and longed to exert his 
| talents upon our hero; but faw, 
by his ſpirited behaviour to cap- 
tain Flaſh, and by his manly and 
deciſive air, that He was not to 
be trifled with. 


As lord Boſcobel had no — | 


to attend, he came for a ſhort 
time, and fate with lady Boſcobel's 
and lady Goodenough's ſober par- 


ty. And, as he ſaw fir Alonzo 


Fleetwood paid great attention to 
his fiſter miſs Careleſs, he began 
to think it worth while (thought- 
Fs 5 A ae 


* 
A. 
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5 
leſs as he was) to ſhew more ci- 


vility to him and his friend Plex- 
ippus. He aſked Plexippus how 
long they intended to ſtay at Chel- 
tenham; and faid, his mother 


would be glad to ſee them in 


ſhire, if they went towards the 


north this ſummer— Lady Boſ- 


cobel repeated the invitation, and 


ſaid, his friend captain Careleſs, 


er {he hoped, would be at home by 


the time they got thither. Plex- 
ippus faid, fir Alonzo would go 


into Cheſhire, after he left Lon- 


don ; whither they were to go, for 
a few days, the following week. 
Lady Boſcobel hoped, at leaſt, 
they ſhould ſee them every day, 
1. 62 while 


— r — —— — 


2 


0s}: 
while they remained at Chelten. 
ham.—Being under a regimen, 
her ladyſhip had ordered her car- 
riage rather carly, and, with her 


2 N 
n fs oe * 
W R 


two daughters, ſoon after re- 
tired. 
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$ECTION xIX. 


S ſoon as the two friends 
were got to their inn, fir 
Alonzo told Plexippus, that he 
had ſtruck a bold ſtroke; and 


| had attacked miſs Maria Cateleſs 


on her religious principles: and, 


by the aſſiſtance of Dr. Daſh (whd. 
F impertinently enough interpoſed) 
he flattered himfelf he bud almott 


made a convert of her. © I ſhould 
have thought relgion the laſt to- 
pic a young man would entertain 


his partner with at a ball,” fays 
Plexippus, © Why, Maria look- 
ed ſo charmingly, to-night, that T 

G 3 was 


1 
was almoſt tempted to make 
downright love to her: and began 
rallying her about the chance 
which her ſiſter had of being 
married before her.” Ah, no 


more of that, prithee, ſir Alonzo,” 
fays Plexippus.” © Well,” the faid, 


the did not envy miſs Camilla: 
and added, like ſome girls (though 


they think of nothing elſe) that 


ſhe did not intend to marry at all, 
« What, you intend to be a nun, 


then,” faid IJ. No,” ſays ſhe, 
« I'll make no vgws—T have ſeen 


enough of nunneries, when I was 


in Flanders for ' three or four 


years. I am afraid you are not 


a thoroughly good Catholic,” faid 
1— 


111 
1—“ O! yes I am a very good 


Catholic, and hope I always /hall 


be.” —Daſhwould heard this ex- 
clamation, and ſaid he was ſorry 
to find ſo pretty a young lady of 
ſo unhappy a perſuaſion. © Per- 
haps, ſir,” replied ſhe ſmartly, * I 


think your perſuaſion more un- 


| happy than mine—I am ſure we 
are of the ſafeſt fide of the queſ= . 


tion; becauſe you allow that a 


Catholic may be faved ; but we 


cannot make you the ſame com- 


. f 7 9 1 TIS 4 
pliment.” „Ahl my dear young 


lady,” ſays the doctor, © do not- 
be impoſed upon hy that trite fal- 
lacy: Proteſtants allow, that eve- 
ry ſincere C hriſtian may be /aved; 

| G4 whatever 
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whatever errors, through invinci- 
ble ignorance, he may be involved 
in: | and many of your fathers of 
the church grant as much to Pro. 
teſtants.” Well, replied ſhe, but 
I have always been taught to be- 
eve, that there is but one true 
catholic church, and that no one 
can be ſaved out of that church.“ 
Ah! doctor,“ ſaid I, Iook to your- 
ſelf!“ Very true,” ſaid he, «there 
is but one catholic, or univerſal 
church; but that is not any par- 
ticular church (much leſs the 
church of Rome) but the whole 


ſociety of true believers: fo that 


the whole myſtery is, if you ate 
not amongſt the true believers, 
0 AM = you 
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you cannot be ſaved, upon the 
goſpel ſyſtem.” This I enforced, 
from what I had learned from our 
divinity lectures in our . at 

Oxford. | 
« Well,” fays the good Maria, 
« I never will make my mother un- 


happy, by deſerting the principles 


which ſhe has ſo carefully incul- 


| cated from my infancy.” © But,” 
| aid I, „do not you think your fas 


ther knew as much of the matter 
as lady Boſcobel ; and; ſhould. you 
not pay ſome regard to your fa- 
ther's memory, as. well as to your 
mother's unhappy prejudices ?” 
* Why,” ſays ſhe, *my father uſed 
to * me upon the ſubject 
G5; ſome- 


1 


ſometimes: but, as he could not 


convert my mamma, I thought 
ſhe knew better than I could be 
ſuppoſed to do.” Well, faid | 


bas I find you do not approve of 


nunneries, and have made no vows 
of virginity, that is all that the 
gay world is concerned in.” Ves! 


cries lord Caſimere, thinkin g this 


an opportunity to ſhew the extent i 


of his reading, 


Vous of virginity ſhould well be 
weigh'd; 
« Too oft they're cancell'd, tho in con- 


vents made.“ 


4. 80 Camilla did not ne "i 


Aid Plexippus. No, ſhe nei- 
e talked, nor ſmiled, nor ſeemed 
. attentive 


a” 
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attentive to any thing but her own 


thoughts There is ſome conſo- 
lation for you in that, Plexippus! 
* Ah! it is but a ſlender conſo- | 
lation, that ſhe ſeems to give no 


vs encouragement to lord Caſimere : 
je if the dear girl thinks it her duty 
„to ſubmit, as I am afraid ſhe 
is does, to her mother's commands, 


t my hopes are at an end.” | - 
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"THE next morning fir Along 
Fleetwood went of courſe 


to wait on his partner miſs Care- 


leſs; but with ſome difficulty per. 
ſuaded Plexippus to accompany 


him. . Juſt as they were got to 
the door of the inn, Plexippus's 
ſervant gave him a letter, which 


vas brought from the poſt-office. 


As he faw it was his mother's 


hand, he was a little alarmed, and 
was more vexed on reading the 


contents. She wrote him word, 


that the very day he left them, 


Owen Thomas came to wait 


on 
* 


1 
on Mr. Philips, and was greatly 
furpriſed to hear that Plexippus 
had: been in. the country, and had. 
not waited on his daughter, as Mr. 
Philips had aſſured him he ſhould. 
do;—that his father was much out 
of humour on that account, and, 
| 3 the term was juſt at an end, 
fd, he could have no buſineſs in 
London but to ſpend his money 
to no purpoſe; and that he inſiſt- 
ed on his returning in a fortnight 
at fartheſt. She added, that Mr. 
Philips and Mr. Thomas had al- 
moſt agreed upon terms, the latter 
having come readily into whatever 
his father propoſed: She added alſo, 
from herſelf, that if he thought 
he 
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he could be happy in ſuch an alli. | 
ance, ſhe hoped he would imme- 
diately obey his father's injunc- 
| tions; if not, ſhe would have him 
contrive to amuſe his father with 
the promiſe of a viſit to ſir Alon- 
20 Fleetwood in Cheſhire, or ſome | 
| buſineſs in London; and ſhe would 
endeavour to make him acquieſce 
for the prefent. She faid, more- 


over, that ſhe had private intelli- ec 


gence, that Mr. Thomas's eager- he 
| neſs in this affair was to be attr- i th 
buted to ſome ſuſpicion that his i of 
daughter bad ſome imprudent at- ¶ wa 
3 tachment ; to obviate which, he I in 
: wiſhed to diſpoſe of her as. ſoonſſ yu] 

as poflible—On communicatingWan 


= tte 


I 
the contents of this letter to his 
friend, fir Alonzo (who in his 


own mind did not think miſs Ca- 
| milla Careleſs 8 friends would ever 


conſent to an alliance with a man 


of rather humble extraction, and 


vhoſe fortune was not ſufficient to 


balance that defect) obſerved, 
that an offer of that kind was not 
raſhly to be rejected: © but be aid; 
ed by your own inclinations,” fays 
he. Plexippus replied, that al- 
though he himſelf could not boaſt 
of his family, yet miſs Thomas 
was ſo much like her old father, 
in her perſon, as well as in the 


rulgarity of her ideas, that he felt 


an inſu K gn to the | 
| thought 


* 
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thought of ſuch an union, and ef. 
pecially while there ſubſiſted the 
leaſt poſſibility of ſucceeding with 
the charming Camilla Careleſs. 
They now proceeded towards 
lady Boſcobel's lodgings; but when 
they got thither, they were told, 
that the young ladies and lord Boſ- 
cobel were gone to walk with lord 
Caſimere and Mr. Daſhwould. This 
was enough for Plexippus ; who, 


on fir Alonzo's propoſing to fol- 


low them, ſaid, he would juſt alk 
hdy Boſcobel how ſhe did after 
the ball, and then go to the inn 
and write letters. 


Plexippus found lady Boſcobel 


in a 4a and becoming diſha- 


a 1 
— * 0 4 TY 
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bille; 
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1 | 
ble; ſhe ſeemed pleaſed with his 
yitit, and, being told that fir Alon- 


o was gone in queſt of lord Boſ- 


cobel and the miſs Careleſſes, ſhe 
alked him, with a ſmile of com- 
placency, why he did not follow 
them. 
The reader muſt have obſerved 
the particular attention which lady 


boſcobel paid to young Plexippus, 


and recollect ſome expreſſions, 
which ſeemed to imply ſomething 


more than mere civility ; and the 
deference which he paid to her 
ladyſhip's rank, the intereſt which 
he ſeemed to take in her affairs, 
gave her reaſon to think that a. 
mutual tenderneſs had taken place 
between: 


. the ſame melancholy mood, I ſee,” 
ſays her ladyſhip; 661 am convin- 
ced you are in love, and, as I told 


you laſt night, that you have leſt 


left my heart in Glamorganſhire. 
This was a ſtronger confirmation 
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between them. This ſuſpicion, 
his preferring her ladyſhip's com-| 


pany the preceding night, and noy 


again this morning, to that of the 


younger parties, together with his M 


deſponding looks, ſtrongly con- 
firmed. After ſome general con. 


verſation, then, “ You are till in 


your heart in Glamorganſhire.” 


1 And, give me leave again to aſſure 
yourladyſhip,” returned Plexippus 
« that if I am in love, I have 1 


of 


7 


1 1 

lor her ladyſhip's ſuſpicion.—— 
« Come,” ſays ſhe, Mr. Philips, 
make me your confidant, look 
upon me as your friend ; you ſhall 
boot repent of the confidence you 
place in me.“ Ah! my lady, 
n. ſuppoſe my ambition ſhould have 
n aſpired beyond my humble ſituation 
„and low birth; you would deſpiſe 
n. ne for my vanity,· and I ſhould 
forfeit your favour for ever.” This 
| was demonſtration. ——* Come!” 
don't be diſcouraged,” cries lady 

Boſcobel, “ nobility does not de- 
pend ſo much on the difference of 

birth or rank, as on the dignity 

and juſtneſs of our ſentiments, f 
which nature inſpires, and educa- 
+ tion 


— RC — 
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tian improves; and we often ſc 
a liberality and generoſity of foul, 
which ennobles the meaneſt birth, 
as well as a meanneſs, which 0 
grades the moſt exalted rank,” 
Plexippus looked fooliſh, and boy. 
ed aſſent.—<* And there are ofteh 


circumſtances,” continued her la- 


dyſhip, „which render an alliance 


between people of very different 


ranks reciprocally convenient and 


mutually eligible.” Plexippus, who 


was a novice in the labyrinths ot 
love (as lady Wiſhfor't expreſſes it) 
was aſtoniſhed at this harangue, 
and puzzled to gueſs at the ten- 


dency of it. At firſt he imagined 


her ladyſhip had diſcovered his re- 
cs ee 


L 1 


gard for miſs Camilla; and, though 


be was convinced, from the hints 
which lady Boſcobel had given on 


keſtined for lord Caſimere, yet 
perhaps ſhe might imagine that 
I omething had paſſed between 


them which was the cauſe of her 
dike to his lordſhip, and wanted 
to ſift him but, rejecting this 
idea, he thought it more probable, 
Ithat, as her ladyſhip knew nothing 
of fir Alonzo F leetwood's inten- 


for offering her to him. Some 
confined notions of this kind 
aſſed in the breaſt of Plexippus, 
539 5 and 


© 
* 
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that ſubject, that miſs Camilla was 


tons in regard to miſs Maria 
Careleſs, ſhe might have reaſons 


YE m 


and he would have been diſtreſſed 


what anſwer to make —when 
he was again unexpectedly re- 
lieved from his embarraſſment, 


and lady Boſcobel again prevented 


from diſcovering more of her in- 
ten tions. | 

There are few * I believs 
who have lived long in the world 


that have not found themſelves 


often reſcued, by ſome unaccount- 
able incident, from the very brink 
of ſome act of indiſcretion, or 
what they would afterwards have 
regretted —At this moment, the 
miſs Careleſſes, fir Alonzo, and 
Mr. Daſhwould, returned from 


their walk ; lord Boſcobel and lord 
Caſimere 


/ 


rd 
le 
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Calimere having deſerted them, 
tb go again to the billiard- table, 


miſs Camilla did not chuſe to con- 
Iinue their walk, to be entertained 


by his lordſhip's chaplain—who, 
he met with no encouragement 
togo further, of courſe took his 


kave when they came to the 


door. 

What an idiot muſt lady Boſ- 
cobel have been, ſays lady Pru- ö 
dentia Allright, © to make ſuch 
advances to a young man, in 
reſpect ſo much her inferior; 


and who, ſhe might be ſure, could 
never think of marrying a woman 
b much older than himſelf, with 
any other view than to her large 


; jointure. | 
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LE 
Jeinture. —But lady Prudentia hu 
not yet experienced the ſweets of 


conjugal felicity ; nor can Judged 


the uncomfortable feelings, and 


uneaſy condition of a widow, who 


for twenty years has been happ 
in the careſſes of a fond huſband, 
Beſides, the wiſe lady that make 
this remark, and ſo freely con- 
demns lady Boſcobel's conduct, 
ſhould have ſeen Plexippus—4 
young man in the full glow of 

health, in his form as beautiful] 
as Antinous &, with a pleaſing 


manly countenance, great expreſ. 
fion in his eyes; and, what is 


The favourite of the emperor Hadrian, 


| equally 
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equally ſeducing, a ſweet voice, 
and agreeable elocution; and 
marks of good ſenſe and good- na- 
ture in all his converſation. = 
Lady Boſcobel, though not a 
bigot, was ſerious in her reli- 
gion; and would have ſcrupled to 


| indulge herſelf in any licentious 
2n- MI anours, which ſhe could not, in 
conſcience, perhaps, conceal from 
ber confeſſor. And, as her lady- 
chip had the collateral, economi- 


— 
— 


ful cal motive, which every widow 
may plead, of having no friend, 
e. whoſe intereſt it is to manage her 
i : affairs; and Plexippus's ſituation 
in Glamorganſhire ſeeming pecu- 
liarly to recommend him as fit 
ra, H ö ; 
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for her purpoſe; her ladyſhip | hi 
thought ſhe ſhould be much lets Ii © 
reprehenſible in marrying bin, ll : 
than one or two of her acquain. ſl a 
tance, who had married Iriſh ad- 
venturers, with nothing but their 
perſonal merit to recommend 
them. 

« But Plexippus was quite 2 
ſtranger to lady Boſcobel,” lady 
Prudentia might urge. Yet, he 
was an intimate friend of her ſon, 
the captain; who had ſpoken of 

him, as diſtinguiſhed and reſpect- 
ed, even from a boy, for his ho- 
nour and amiable qualities. 
Asa ſir Alonzo found from miſs 
Careleſs, that lord Caſimere and 
6 W 


Cay 3 
his party were to ſpend the 


2 ſhort viſit they took their leave, 


that day. 
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vening at lady Boſcobel's, after 


and ſaw no more of the family 


' 
| 
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HE next morning, at the 


wells, they met the two 
miſs Careleſſes; who, having made 
a light acquaintance with miſs 
Plumtree, ſhe was ſhewing them 
the « Eſſay on female dreſs,” which, 
in a joke, ſhe had enjoined Dr. 


Daſh to write for her : they were 


laughing at it; but, as it contained 
' ſome. uſeful precepts, and Daſh- 
would had not enjoined her ſecre- 
Cy, the gave copies of it; one of 
which is here inſerted, and which 
the fair reader, if ſhe chuſes it, 
may perule ; or, if ſhe omits it, 
10 f the 
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the ſtory will proceed with equal 
conſiſtency without it. ; 


Madam, 

« As the requeſt of a pretty Wo- 
man has with me the force of 
*an act of parliament, I took my 
« pen, and, while I was drinking 
«my tea this morning, produced 
* this chaotic maſs; which, if you 
" think i it worth while, you can re- 


« 4 to more order as it is, ac- 
*ceptitas a mark of the profound 
* reſpect with which I remain, - 


« madam, your moſt devoted hum- 


e ble ſervant, 
PETER DASsHwO ULD.“ 
* ON 


— 
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ON F E A E DR ESS. 


An handſome woman (and every 
woman is in ſome degree hand- 
ſome) will lay it down as a funda- 
mental maxim, To comply with, 
and not counteract, the evident 
intentions of nature; and will 
| adapt her ſtyle of drefs more to 
her perſonal form, her features, 
and complexion, than to the ty- 
ranny af faſhion: and every ſenſi- 
ble woman will pay a ſcrupulous 
regard to the decencies of age, of 
rank, and of her ſituation in life. 

A young lady, in the bloom of 
| fifteen, ſhould adopt no ornament, 
O 
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nor dreſs in any manner that tends 
to violate the ſimplicity of nature. 
No powder in her hair, though it 
ſhould be as red as a carrot (neat- 
neſs will render it beautiful); no 
coifure, but a ribband or a diadem 
round her head; a bunch of flow- 


ers or feathers on one fide ; and, 


if ſhe likes it, a ſingle bow or a 
bouquet of flowers on her breaſt. 
In ſhort, every thing expreſſive of 
native innocence, and a taſte unſo- 
phiſticated by a commerce. with 
the world. 

At alittle advanced age, if occa- 
ſional ill health, diſappointed af- 
fections, or any other diſagreeable 
incidents, inſeparable from human 

po. H4 nature, 
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nature, lin any Ways diminiſhed 
the contour or roundneſs of her 


— 


: J a. 


face, and impaired the gloſſy luſtre 
of her complexion; Nature s hand. 


maid, Art, may. then be called in 


to her aſſiſtance; more' ornaments 


| may be admitted ;. more fine linen 


about the face ; more ribbands a- 


ond the head, the boſom, the 


ſleeves, and wherever they are 


uſually worn. But, it muſt be 
an inviolable rule (now indeed 
generally underſtood) not to mix 


ribbands of different colours at the 


ſame time: but when once a lady 


has adapted them to the colour of 
her gown or drapery (which is a 
matter of ſome {kill) let an uni- 


formity 


in 


th 


3+ 

formity prevail throughout. —This 
is a very obvious rule; yet how 
frequently has it been tranfgreſſed! 
No painter could be bribed to vi- 
olate the rules of his art, or mix 
colours that would not harmonize 
in his piece. 

When a lady is arrived at, or 
vaſt, the meridian of life, a little 
more art is admiſſible. - Powder 
in her hair, a ſmall quantity of 
rouge in her cheeks, more richneſs 
in her drapery (if conſiſtent: with 
her fortune and ſituation in life) 


yet a chaſtity: of ſtyle in her de- - 


coration : nothing tawdry, flaunt- 


ing, or fantaſtical; but every thing 


that indicates a ſeriouſneſs and ſo- 


Hs briety 
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briety of character. Vet, not even 
then, is it neceſſary entirely to dif. 


card a deſire of pleaſing the other 


and operate to the very verge of 


life, they ſhould. be moderated and 
kept within the bounds of a proper 


reſtraint; but, to pretend to have 
entirely extirpated them, . always 


favours of prudery and affectation, 


| and diſguſts every ſenſible. man, 


The art of -emballiſhing the perſon, an 
- the deſire of gaining the admiration of the 
men, have been the ſame in all- countries and 


all ages. Dx Guy's Lett. on Greece. 
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If at this period of life awo 
man is inclined to grow large and 
plump, ſo much the better. Let 
her not riſk her health by uſing 
means to prevent it. A man that 
truly loves the ſex 1s ſeldom diſ- 
guſted with the appearance of 
plenty. But then, let not a lady, 
when ſhe is thus increaſed in her 
embompoint, inſtead of a ſofter dra- 
pery, put on an horſeman's coat, 


hat and wig, nor bundle herſelf 
up like a bale of goods for foreign 


markets. Such a figure excites ter: 
ror, rather than love, in the breaſt 
of a puny, modern beau. Every _ 
woman, as ſuch, will pleaſe, if 
the does nothing to - un-femalize * 
H 6 herſelf, 


- | : 7 
1 : 8 | 
| herſelf, and to fruſtrate the views inc 
| of nature: neither affects at forty nc 
l N the pretty airs of fifteen ; nor, tis 
1 | * when her appearance is rather N ro 
| - maſculine, aggravates the griev. I ni 


ance by the dreſs of a  coachman mc 
or a bum-balliff. tec 
3T When a woman is verging to. Ni 
„. e 66 be ned ul; 
Wl! age (I mean in the days of king Hof 


| | David, « threeſcore years and ten,” in 
| now the prime of life) in this pe- 

| riod, every thing juvenile, or that I 
ll implies the levity of a girl, i,. 
| completely ridiculous. The point 4 
| | then is, never to attract notice by * 
1 finery or ſhow; nor diſguſt by a I 


negligent and ſlatternly appear- 
ance. 


1. 157 1 
ewsince. Whatever is plain, neat, 
ty ind matron-like, and expreſſive of 
or, WM lignity and conſequence—of a ſe- 
her dus and even religious turn of 
v. nind — is, at that time of life, 
an I moſt likely to gain reſpect and eſ- 
tem : love may then be diſpenſed 


o. With *. 

But, above all other ornaments 
18 WM of the ſex, the ornament of a meek 
„End quiet ſpirit; good temper and 


* There is a picture of an old counteſs 
4 of Ailsford (by Hudſon) at lord Bagot's, 
is * drefſed in pale brown filk, white hood, & c.“ 
A reproach to the fantaſtic dreſs of theſe 
mes, which attempts to diſguiſe reſpectful 
4 jears, and renders that inevitable period ridi- 


culous.—PENNANT's Journey f from Cheſter - - 


to London, Pp. 85. 
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gentleneſs of manners, are the mot 
valuable: will recommend th 


plaineſt perſon, and make the 
company of thoſe who have ben 


* handſome, loved and courted; il - 
when youth, beauty, and every ex Ml | 
ternal charm are gone and vaniſh l 
ed for ever. E 

» b 
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my hand where I cannot give my 
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SECTION XXII. 


* 


8 lord Boſcobel, who attend 


title —“ Title !” ſays ſhe, © no 


| title or fortune, or any power up- 


on earth, ſhall force me to give 


ed his ſiſters to the wells, 
bad, in his thoughtleſs manner, 
left them to themſelves, fir Alon- 
20 and Plexippus eſcorted them 
| home : and, it being a pretty long 
| walk, they had each of them an 
| aprecable rete-d-tete with their 
reſpective favourites. Plexippus 
aſced miſs Camilla, when he was 
to congratulate her on her new 


. 
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heart.— I will never do any thing 
contrary to my mother's commands 
but I will not ſacrifice the happi. 


neſs of my life to pleaſe any one.— 


If I liked a man, his want of 1 
title would be no objection ; and, 
if I did not like him, no title, nor 


the ſplendor of a throne, ſhould} 


tempt me to ſpend my life with 
him.“ This ſpirited declaration 
a little revived Plexippus's ſpirits; 
but he was afraid to indulge any 
ſanguine hopes: he took the li- 
berty, however, to aſk miſs Ca- 
milla, if theſe were her ſentiments, 
why ſhe me lord Caſimere' 
addreſſes: Admit them!“ cries 
mils AC" « Iam forced to ſuf- 
" 


346i 1] 
fer them, if you will—it cannot be 
ſaid that I admit them. — By his 


lordſhip's account, however, I am 


to eſteem his addreſſes as a very 


great honour: but it is his inſuf- 


| ferable vanity, more than his per- 


ſon, that diſguſts me.''— Indeed, 


lays Plexippus, lord Caſimere 


ſeems entirely ſatisfied with his 
own perſonal talents, whether na- 
tural or acquired.” '—— Yes,” ſays 
lhe; © my mother, yeſterday in the 
evening, contrived to leave us alone 


together—anda droll ſcene it was.” 


—© What can poſſibly be your 
| objection ? ”” ſays his lordſhip. 
* You can have no diſlike to my 
perſon,” ſays he, caſting a look of 

infinite 


1 


infinite complacency at himſelf i 
the glaſs —* No, my lord, it «| 
impoſſible any one can diſlike if 
delicate a perſon ; but it does nc 
follow that every one ſhould be i 
love with it, or even ſo fond of i 
as your lordſhip ſeems to be. — 
« Ah, you dear creature! ſays hi 
lordſhip, © vous badines ] you ral 
mel you have as much wit as beau. 
4. I find — but I love you ile 
better for it: (which, I ſuppoks 
is a er his lordſhip pa an 
every woman that laughs at * ing 
« Well!” (continues he) © on 
are the only woman from * 
ever met with reſiſtance. Nay,1 


. *. went, vanity,” alot 
* 


n 
11 
lo 
"ot 
in 
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the only one from whom I have 


not received advances.” 


« Why then, my lord,” (anſwer- 
ed I) © ſhould you wiſh to make 


I Gcrifice to we, of an heart, which 


the whole fex, I find, are contend- 
ngfor? . As I could endure his 


vrogance and folly no longer, I 


then flew to the door, and left his 
lordſhip to contemplate his own 


importance without interruption. 


] have ſince heard a few more 
anecdotes. of lord Caſimere's. tak- 
ing pains to gain the affections of 
one or two fooliſh girls, who 
were ſmitten with his title and - 


fortune, and then, without cere- 


mony. 


4 


11 7 
mony, deſerting them.— This ſhall 
| never be my caſe, I aſſure hi 
lordſhip.” 8 
They were now arrived at hd f 


Boſcobel's lodgings; and our two 


Al 

heroes, with reluctance, took thei i n 
a7 : wh 
pre 

Wn It 
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SECTION XXIII. 


8 ſoon as they were alone, 


Plexippus related to fir 
Alonzo, with great exultation, 
miſs Camilla's ſolemn declaration 

in regard to lord Caſimere; at 
Iich the latter expreſſed no 
Nerat ſurpriſe, as he had obſerved 
Vith what marked diſguſt ſhe had 
received all that his lordſhip faid 
or did, to engage her regards. 
Wir Alonzo told his friend, how- = 
ever, that it was time to deter- 
nine whether they ſhould accept | 
f lady Boſcobel's invitation to 
Boſcobel-houſe: *if we do,” added il 

„ he, 


1 3 
i * > wy 


he, my doom is irrevocably fixed, 
J ſhall be taken captive, and a ſlave 
for life!” „ A dreadful doom, 
truly!“ faid Plexippus; © to he 
taken captive; and to be the ſlay 
of the lovely Maria Careleſs ! 


3 
* 


« How envied was his doom! 
« Made captive in a lady's room!“ 


I believe you would not wiſh * to 
break your chain, like Gays... 


9 


« Hairy Sylvan,” and make your Har 


eſcape.—7, however, have more 


| | . 

reaſon to decline this viſit,” cont-W;.. 
nues Plexippus, as I ſhall only be gt 
the more entangled in a hopeleb(,. 


purſuit : for, if I could flatter my- Ke. 
ſelf that the lovely Camilla woull i ane 


16 1 


"en to- my overtures, there is not 
the leaſt probability that I ſhould 
zin the conſent of ſuch a proud 


v accompany: you thither, is, to 
dude my father's: ſolicitation to 
return: home, at preſent.” * But 
perhaps, ſays fir Alonzo, « they 
only aſked us, as words of courſe; 


nd probably will think no more 


of it.“ 
The next morning, however, as 
ir Alonzo had told miſs Careleſs, 


[tut they ſhould be obliged to leave 
Cheltenham within two days; they 
ceeived a card of invitation to 
ine at lady Boſcobel's, which they 


gladly 


fmily as ſome of them ſeem to be: 
nd my chief reaſon for wiſhing 


168 J 
gladly accepted of. The chief, or 
at leaſt the moſt material part of 
the converſation there turned 
again upon their making them 1 | 
viſit at Boſcobel- houſe, as ſoon as 


! 

the family returned home; which, Ml . 

her ladyſhip ſaid, as the journey Ml 

had done her as much good » Ml; 

| the waters, would be at the end 

„ of the following week. 0 

4 After dinner, lord Boſcobel a 

who fate next to his younger fil- d 

I ter, ſaid, (in a ſort of whiſper) fl c 
! * « Come ! Camilla, we'll drink lord 

SQ.aſimere's health; he goes away to- n. 

| morrow morning.” «© Well,” cries g. 

þ miſs Camilla, with ſome vivacity, 20 

| « I with his lordſhip a good jour- ff . 


wars 
ney! 


LD 
-» 
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ey! Lady Boſcobel, who heard 
her, looked angry; and replied, 
| © Lord Caſimere, perhaps, may 


wih you a good journey, in a 


month's time, as flippant as you 


are. This check a little ſurpriſed 


our two young gentlemen; but 


its meaning was, at preſent, unin- 


telligible: though Plexippus in- 
ferred from it, that lady Boſcobel 
was diſpleaſed with muſs Camilla's 


diſcouraging reception of Jord 


Calimere. 
The two Kn took thair f. 


nal leave in the evening lord 


| Boſcobel having engaged fir Alon 


20 Fleetwood to vilit them 1 in his 


way to Cheſhire, and both he and 
Vox. I. "| lady 


Wr : 


+ 
* 
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. 
lady Boſcobel hoped nothing would 
prevent Plexippus from accompa. 
nying him: the young ladies fai 
little; but, if “ ſilence gives con. 


ſent,” their ſilence was more ex- 


preſſive than the eloquence of Pitt 


or Fox; of Cicero, Burke, or 


* 


Sheridan. 


ON 
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SECTION XXIV. 


HEN they came to Lon- 
don, Plexippus received 


another letter from Mrs. Philips : 


in which ſhe told him, that his 


father was more impatient than 


ever tor his return; he having now 


* 


heard the report, that miſs Tho- 


mas had ſome private attachment; - 


and feared that the would certainly 


be catched up, if Plexippus did not 
immediately ſtep in, and prevent 


it, © I made uſe of this, however, 


(added Mrs. Philips) as a rea- 


ſon for your deferring your viſit 5 


till we ſaw the event of this re- 


12 port: 
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1 
port: as it would be a cruel thing 
to hurry a young perſon into an 
irrevocable union with you, or any 
one, when her affections were 
otherwiſe engaged. This has had 

ſome little weight with your fa- 
ther; and he is at preſent pacificd, 
but has the affair {till very much 
at heart.” To this letter Plexip- 
pus returned for anſwer, That 


lady Boſcobel, and the young lord, 


had engaged him to attend fir 
ſhire, 
for a week, as ſoon as they left 


Alonzo Fleetwood into - 


'London; and, as ſome of that 
family might hereafter ſettle on 
their eſtate in Glamorganſhire, he 0 
thought it * be a creditable 
connection 


— 


bk. A } 


r | 

oonnection—he hoped, therefore, 
that his father would not be diſ- 
pleaſed with his deferring his re- 
turn a few. weeks longer. He 
added, that miſs Thomas was: 
yet very young, and her father 
not an old man, and might mar- 
ry again; and, in ſhort, that he 
had heard it queſtioned, whe- 


ther Owen Thomas was fo rich as 


. EA | 8 
was given out; having only car 
ned on a retail trade, in a country 


town, where ſlender acquiſitions 


are often magnified to a great 


egree. He could not, there 
fore, think it adviſeable to pre- 


cipitate a tranſaction of ſuch im- 


13 portance 
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portance to the happineſs of his | 


_. | 
T his anſwer, though he fore- 


ſaw it would not entirely ſatisfy 


the old gentleman, yet he com- 
forted himſelf with the thought 
of gaining time, and putting off 
the evil day; and of keeping him: 
ſelf at liberty to wait his deſtiny 
from his adored Camilla Care- 
leſs. 
Sir Alonzo and he had now 
been near a fortnight in London; 
hen he was one morning agreea- 
| bly ſurpriſed with a viſit from his 


friend, the honourable captain 


Careleſs; who, as was mentioned, 


had left Cheltenham to join his 4 
I 8 egiment ö 


re 


thi 


11 
regiment, which was encamped in 
the Iſle of Wight; and which had 
actually, ſince he joined them, made 
2 deſcent, under the command of 


the duke of Marlborough, upon the 


coaſt of France, and burnt their 


ſhipping near St. Malo's; but were 


forced, by foul weather, to return 


to the Iſle of Wight: and, as the 
captain had been ill on board, he 
had leave to viſit his native air for 
a fortnight or three weeks, be- 
fore the fleet and army reſumed 


their © perations. 


Sir Alonzo Fleetwood allo, 


having been informed, by a note 


from lord Boſcobel, that they 


were returned home, and ready 


14 to 
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to receive him and his friend 
Plexippus, they concluded to 
ſet out with captain Careleſe, 
the next mornin g. for Boſcobel- 
houſe. art mls cnt 


TE 
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IR Alonzo and Plexippus 
found Boſcobel-houſe, one of 
Hl, thoſe ſtately old manfions built 
+ WH about Queen Elizabeth's time - 


when the- Italian language being 


much in vogue, it was called by 
the romantic name of Boſcobello, 
or the Fair Mood *; it being ſitu- 
ated in a grove of lofty oaks, on- 


ly cleared away towards the ſouth 8 
front. The houſes of chat ase 


E * 7 

». AX... There is a houſe of this | 
name, near the borders of Sbropſhire; where 
Charles II. was concealed, after the battle - 


- of. Worceſter. . 
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ſeem intended for plots and in- 
3 - trigues, or as ſcenes for ghoſts 
'] and goblins to play their pranks 
in. Unlike our compact, modern 
habitations (where our very whi. 
pers in one room are overheard 
in the next) the chambers at Boſ- 
cobel were ſeparated by long paſ- 
ſages, and approached by differ- 
ent ſtair-caſes; and the doors 
' concealed by tapeſtry, and ſe- 
cured by bolts and bars from im- 
f pertinent intruſion. And the late 
lord Boſcobel having, (as was 
* mentioned) been much engaged 
in politics, and in his attendance 
in town, had left his country houſe 
almoſt in its primitive Rate ; ex- | 


19 J 


cept three or four apartments fit- 


dern taſte. 


- ever, fir Alonzo and Plexippus 


found every thing which at pre- 


imagination or their affections.— 
As for the baronet, before they 


tion, he had determined in his 
own mind to make ſerious propo- 
fals to miſs Careleſs. He found 
her ſenſible and good-natured ; 
free from the levity and violent 
love of pleaſure, and ſuperior 


to the vanities and extravagant 
follies, of too many young wo- 
16 ins 


ted up and furniſhed in the mo- 


In this gloomy old manfion, ho-- 
ent was moſt intereſting to their 


had agreed to accept this invita- 


be 


objection : but he thought it was 


[ 180 1 | 5 
men of faſhion, whom he had Ml t 
occaſionally met with. Her be- 


ing a Catholic was certainly an 


better to have /ome religious prin- b 


ceiples, than none at all — and, i © 


from the little converſation which y 


they had had on the ſubjed, i ; 
he did not much doubt but that, 
after marriage, ſhe might by de- 


grees be brought to renounce the 


bg r— 


errors of popery. Her family 


was creditable: and as to her n 
fortune, though they could only Ne 
form conjectures on that article, Ne 
yet Plexippus having heard cap- WW 


tain Careleſs complain, that his H 
father had given him only five v 
45 E chouland 
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1 
thouſand pounds, they conclud- 
ed the daughters had not leſs 
than that: and,. as: his own for- 
tune was unincumbered, and he 
propoſed to live the greater part 
of the year in the country, he 
vas not very ſolicitous on that 
point — the fair lady's conſent, 
it, (according to the preſumption of 
e- the young men of the age) fir 
ic WW Alonzo took for granted.—As for 
ly WI Plexippus, his proſpects were 
er more remote, and his hopes in 
ly W embryo. He was happy, how- 


„ever, in being under the ſame 
- WW foot with the lovely Camilla, and 
s vith his friend the captain, who 
was a great favourite with his 
„ ſiſter: 


* 
.. 
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filter: and he flattered himſelf that 


he ſhould, at leaſt, have oppor- 


tunities of converſing with her | 


again, as he had before the cap- 
tain left Cheltenham. 
Lady Boſcobel received them 
with great politeneſs; and with 
more eaſe and freedom than when 
they were at Cheltenham : ſhe 
went ſeveral airings in the coach; 
and took one of the gentlemen, 
alternately, with herſelf and her 
two daughters in the carriage. As 
lady Boſcobel and miſs Careleſs 
fate forwards on thoſe occaſions, 
Plexippus, of courſe, when it was 
his turn to go out, fate oppoſite to 
Her ladyſhip, and by the fide of 
5 WW 


thi 


OU. 


Or- 


1 
miſs Camilla; and, though the re» 
traint he was under in that fitua- 


ion took off from the pleaſure of 
being fo near the object of his ado- 


Intion, yet that was more than ba- 


knced by one thrilling touch of 
the lovely Camilla's hand, when 
lle ſtepped from the coach. 


Lord Boſcobel alſo behaved with | 


great good- nature and civility, and 
endeavoured to amuſe them in his 
own way ; ſhewed them his ſtud 
of horſes, and two or three fine 


colts which ran in the park ; rode 


out with them, and ſhewed them 


the neighbouring ſeats ; and went 


out with them to ſhoot; but, as the 


/ 
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corn was not yet cut, they couli 


only make war upon the harmlcſ 


leverets. His lordſhip, however, 


by way of fun, and to ſhew hi | 


fovereignty-over his vaſſals, pop. 
ped at half-a-dozen white pullet 


nant's. wheat-reek— which was 4 
boyiſh trick that he had alway 
been indulged in, and for which 
the farmer's wife was ſure of being 
indemnified by good lady Boſco- 
bel. U Din 


obſerved, took leſs ſtate upon her 


/ f 3 
ladyſhip was too matron - like 


which were feeding under his te. 


Though lady Boſcobel, as wa | 
than when at Cheltenham, yet her 


205 Dn, figure | 


1 

igure to take long walks with the 
young people, who every evening 
| ambled about the park and the 
felds for an hour or two. As, on 
theſe occaſions, a company of fix 
young people naturally divided ; 
lord Boſcobel, fir Alonzo, and mils 
| Careleſs, moſt frequently formed 
Lone party, as the captain, Plexip- 
pus, and miſs Camilla Careleſs, did 
the other. One evening the cap - 
tain, between jeſt and earneſt, in- : 
| troduced the ſubject of lord Caſi- 
mere and miſs Camilla, by con- 
gratulating her on the conqueſt 
ſhe had made, and hoped, that 
when he returned again from the 
coaſt of France, he ſhould find 

. | her 
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her lady viſcounteſs Caſimere.— 
« Yes,” fays ſhe, “ and I might as 
well hope to find you lord viſcount 


Boſcobel, which you could not be, 
but by the death of our good bro- 


5 ther here; neither can you. ever 


ſee me lady Caſimere, without ſee- 


ing me dead, or r worſe than buried | 


alive.” 

I ſhould think, 8 faid 
Plexippus, « jt could not be ſo very 
mortifying a thing for a young lady 
to be married to a pretty young 


man, with a title and large fortune, | 
and for love of whom two or three 


een are dying, as you told 


me. — “ What! are ou an advocate 


for lord * Mr. Philips! 1 
ſays 


as the lovely Camilla, bluſhing, 
nd with a tender glance which 
might have thi a ſtoic—< It is 
for love of his title, and not his per- 
ſon, that thoſe filly girls are in de- 
pair It ſooths his Jordſhip's vanity 
to gain the affections of a poor ſim- 
ple maid, and then he triumphs in 
beſerting them and you wiſh me 
to grace his lordſhip's triumph?“ 
* No, my dear madam ; 1 think 
not only lord Caſimere, but all 
mankind, ought to grace your tri- 

umph.” | is 
„Well,“ ſays the captain,“ next 
week; when I am gone to attack 
the French, lord Caſimere will 
come and renew his attack upon 
1 5 your 
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your heart; ſo, if you are deter. 
mined not to ſurrender, guard your 
 out-works well, and keep the ene- 
my at a diſtance, —And now wel 
call a new ſubject.” 


* 


SECTION] 


o 


Y 


1 489 ] 


ur s ECTION XXVI. 


IT H fo many young peo- 
ple about her, lady Boſ- 


1 77te-a-{6te with Plexippus, which 
ſhe ſo earneſtly wiſhed for. One 
morning, however, a few days be- 


fore their departure, ſhe had a 


an elegant little apartment, which 


room and as an oratory, and it was 
furniſhed ſuitably for each of thoſe 
purpoſes. There was an hand- 
ſome old-faſhioned toilette with 


ſilver 


cobel found it difficult to contrive 


plauſible pretence for accompliſh- 
ing her deſign. Her ladyſhip had 


ihe made uſe of both as a dreſſing- 


1 
filver dreſſing- boxes, and the glu; 


framed in ſilver; and over that: 


ſmall ſilver crucifix. There wy 


an elegant collection of miniatur] 


paintings — here the poetical fabl 


of Aurora and Cephalus — then 


the Scripture Hiſtory of the Sali 


tation of the Virgin Mary. In oe 


place the Rape of the Sabines, i 
another Herod's cruelty, both from 
Nicolo Pouffin.—In this apart 
ment ſhe often breakſaſted with 
her own family, and had now ad- 
mitted fir Alonzo and Plexippus 
to that favour. —While they wen 
at breakfaſt, the ſervant þrought 
a packet of letters from the poſt 

town: and, amon 8 the reſt, was 

6 75 


FE} 
lac one from her ladyſhip's ſteward in \] 
it il Glamorganſhire, with drafts for 
wal her half-year's rent, and a ſum- 
ur mary account of the diſburſements, 
be and the balance, fairly ſtated. 

en After breakfaſt, when the young | 


people were going to diſperſe into 


ſeparate parties, © Mr. Philips, 


ſays her Iadyſhip, calling him back, 
as you know the eſtate, I with 


you would juſt caſt your eye over 


this account.“ © You ſee,” adds 


| her ladyſhip, * how exact my ſtew- 


ad is; but the only unfortunate 


circumſtance is that I have no- 


body to inform me, whether all 


theſe repairs and other diſburſe- 


ments were neceſlary—for, out of 
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L. 400, I have but £-349- 1 $5.2 214 | 
{very exact, you ſee) comes home 


to me. Plexippus only ſmiled 
and faid, It was an honeſt man that 


paid to a farthing. = 

m__ Gow | Wit 

This, however, the reader wil 
re 

gueſs, was only a ſecondary object . 

of her ladyſhip's preſent concern: | 1 


ſhe was determined to take this f 
opportunity of coming to an e. f 


claircifſement with our hero — ve 


5 pO 

have ſeen her more than once fruſ- 4 

trated in her intentions, when ſhe 5 
was on the verge of diſcovering to 

mi 


him, what one ſo much inferior to 10 
her ladyſhip, in age, rank, and for- 
tune, could not otherwiſe have 
poflibly gueſſed at. 
N SECTION 
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SECTION XXVII. 


B. a wiſe deſignation of Pro- 
LU vidence, the firſt and higheſt 
ntereſt of mankind (next to their 
religious concerns) is their ſucceſs 
in the mutual intercourſe of the 
lexes. For, as the mere exiſtence 
ef the ſpecies is prior in the order 
of nature to their being rich or 
powerful, or otherwiſe diſtinguiſh- 
ed, we ſee them daily facrificing 
every other conſideration to this 
moſt important one. Yet, from an 
abuſe of this principle, a ſtateſman 
| will hazard the favour of his prince 
or the welfare of his country, to 
Vol. I. K oratify . 


L we E. 
gratify a miſtreſs, and ſucceed ina 
licentious amour. A lady of rank 
will riſk her character, her fortune, 
Or even her life, rather than be 
: diſappointed in a meditated in- 


trigue. And, though it is as much 


oppoſite to delicacy and decorum 
for a lady to violate the modeſty 


of her ſex, as for an author to praiſe 
| himſelf ; yet, where a lover, in one 
caſe, is prevented by baſhfulneſs 
from declaring his paſſion, and the 
world, in the other caſe, ſo unjuſt, 
as not to give a man his due praile, 
the lady muſt often make advances, 


and the author be his own pane- 
gyriſt. — Lady Boſcobel began again 
m— the ſubject neareſt her heart: 
NIL — —though 


« 


a« 


[ thy } 
—though ſhe herſelf had conde- 
ſcended to indulge a paſſion for a 


young man, whom ſhe conſidered © 


as comparatively of humble birth _ 


| and low rank, ſhe did not ima- 
gine that he would have the pre- 
ſumption to think of an alliance 
with ſo noble a family, or enter- 
tain any ideas of that kind in re- 
gard to either of her daughters; 
or, if he had, that they would 
liſten to any overture of that kind; 
as ſhe had bred them up with 
high notions of their rank, as a 
likely method, ſhe flattered her- 
| elf, to make up for their leſs l 
beral fortunes. | 
« Mr. Philips,” (fays her wa 
| : K 2 ſhip) 
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ſhip) « when I taxed you hk be- 


ing in love, and deſired you to 
make me your confidant, I re- 
member you anſwered, That if 
you were in love, perhaps you had 
afpired beyond your humble birth 
and ſituation in life. To which 
I replied, That virtue and noble 
ſentiments conſtituted the only 
real nobility; which is ſo true, 
| * that 1 aſſure you, Mr. Philips, 
would rather marry a man like 
you, who ſeem to poſſeſs thoſe 
qualities, than the firſt nobleman 
m En gland, who was de eftitute of 


hem.” '—Plexippus bowed,and ſaid 
her ladyſhip was pleaſed to rally 
him. No,” fays ſhe, © I am 
. | ferious : 


1 197 J 
ſerious: in ſhort, ſir, people may 
pride themſelves on their family 
or their titles; but we ſee, in daily 
inſtances, that love levels all diſ- 
tinctions.“ 

Though Plexippus, as we have 
related, had been bred for two or 
three years at a public ſchool, at 
the univerſity, and at the temple; 
and amongſt his male aſſociates 
was as bold as a lion; yet, not 
having converſed much with the 
fair ſex, he was rather baſhful in 
their company, and very little ac- 
quainted with the language of 
love and gallantry.—He was ſur- 
prized therefore, and puzzled what 
to make of this diſcourſe—but her 

__ K13 -  ladyflip 
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ladyſhip did not leave him long in Ihe 
ignorance of her meaning: for, as ſin 
ſhe might not have another ſo fair Mio 
an opportunity, ſhe boldly broke Mic: 
through the uſual reſtraints of her 
ſex ; and, as ſhe made no doubt of Ic; 
bis having a tender regard for her, No. 
thou gh he was afraid to declare his Muni 
paſſion, ſhe plainly told him, That Wir 
ſhe had come to a reſolution to 
change her ſtate, and that ſhe 
thought there were ſeveral peculiar 
circumſtances, ,which would ac- 
quit her of imprudence in the eye 
of the world, if ſhe offered hin 
her hand; and that ſuch an union, 
ſhe hoped, might be mutually 
agreeable.— After the had 1 poke, 
A 1 her 


f 
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her ladyſhip was conſcious of ſome 
ndecorum; bluſhed, and looked 


down, waiting the effect of her 


declaration. 
The reader will gueſs, better than 
[can deſcribe, the aſtoniſhment and 
confuſion of our hero, at ſuch an 
unexpected propoſal. He was 
track dumb for a moment, and at 
: loſs what to anſwer : he bowed 
gain, looked fooliſh, and mut- 
tered ſomething of the great ho- 
our her ladyſhip intended him; 
but—* Nay, Mr. Philips,” reſames 
hdy Boſcobel, © confider of it; 1 
only think that ſuch a connection 


might be convenient for us both 
[ took a liking to you- the firſt 
46 time 


o 
time I ſaw you; and, though there 
is ſome little diſparity in our age, 
J have flattered myſelf that I am 


not diſagreeable to you: — And, I | 


aſſure you, I do not know any man 
to whom I would make the ſame 
offer. — But, as I ſaid before, M. 
Philips, conſider of it, and give me 
your anſwer the firſt opportunity.” 
&« Nay, 1115 lady,” anſwered Plex- 
ippus (ho had now a little reco- 
vered from his confuſion) © your 
ladyſhip ought to conſider of it. 
It was certainly an honour, he 
ſaid, to which he could not have 
aſpired ; and, as her ladyſhip's fa- 


mily might juſtly think that ſhe | 
demeaned herſelf by ſuch an alli- 


ance, 


8  - 
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ance, ſo they would certainly blame 
him for making an improper uſe 
of the intimacy, to which, by the 
friendſhip of captain Careleſs,” he 
had been admitted. 

To this, lady Boſcobel anſwers 
ed, That ſhe had conſidered thoſe 
objections ; but that her family 
were all going to be diſperſed, as 


he had before hinted ; that her 


ſon, lord Boſcobel, was hardly ever 


at home with her, that the captain 


was generally with his regiment ; 
*and you know, I ſuppoſe, that 
fir Alonzo Fleetwood has made his 
addreſſes to miſs Careleſs; and as 
for that filly girl, Camilla, ſhe does 
not know her own mind; but ſhe 

ꝓ— . 


— 


2 
muſt either accept of lord Caf N ür 
mere's offer, or go into a nunnery: it 
for my poor lord Boſcobel, as It: 
believe you know, was ſo bad au fo 
cconomilt, that the eſtate is great. ple 
Iy incumbered; and I know not Ian 
how her brother will pay off their he 
fortunes—and lord Caſimere wil id 
take her upon any terms. —Ii I cri 
ſhort, Mr. Philips, you ſee in what aft 

a forlorn ſituation I ſhall be let I th. 
by my family; and, I hope, yo WI 


will not condemn me for ſeeking an. 
conſolation elſewhere, nor be dif: MW Bc 
pleaſed with my offer of taking, 
you as a companion for life.” di 
To this Plexippus replied, That I bu 
if her ladyſhip was really ſerious iu M 
W 2 1 th 
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this offer, which he had not va- 
nity enough to believe, it was pro- 
bably no more than a tranſient 
fow of benevolence, which peo- 
ple ſometimes feel for their friends; 
and that he could not anſwer it to 
her family, or to himſelf, to take 
advantage of a momentary indiſ- 
cretion (of which ſhe would here- 
after certainly repent) and render 
the life of a lady miſerable, for 
whom he bad the greateſt reſpect 
and efteem. — © Well,” ſaid lady 
Boſcobel, with ſome quickneſs, 
] am afraid your heart is already 
diſpoſed of (as I at firſt ſuſpected): 
but, go ! refle& on my propoſal, 


Mr. 2 and, though you think 


L 4 K 6 me 
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| me ind gere, Tl truſt to your . 
cretion, in keeping ſecret what has 
paſſed between us. —“ Your lady. 


hip may depend upon my honour, Ml 7 
in this and in every inſtance where 

it is in my power to do you any Ml "1 

real and eſſential ſervice,” Mo 
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SECTION XxXVIII. 


fuſion into which this con- 
rerfation had thrown him, inſtead 
of joining the other young people, 
Plexippus retired to his apartment, 
which luckily was up the fame 
ſaircaſe with lady Boſcobel's dreſ- 
ſing- room. 
When he was alone, he imme- 


| diately foreſaw in what a labyrinth 


of misfortunes this unhappy infa- 
tuation of lady Boſcobel would in- 
yolve him. For, though an hand- 
ſome widow, as lady Boſcobel ſtill 
was, with a title, and a jointure of 

f ” 


O avoid diſcovering the con- 


u 

1 near a thouſand pounds a year, 
1 might have been a flattering ob- 
ject to many a young man of : 
-middling fortune; yet, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of his mind, enamourcd 
| in the higheſt degree with the 
| lovely daughter, Plexippus coull | 
M  aov;: without horror, think of an 
| union with the infatuated mo- 
| ther. 9745 

| There inſtantaneouſly, therefore, 


occurred to his imagination, every 
l inſtance from hiſtory (ſacred or 
If -prophane) from Potiphar's wife, 
ll Phædra, and Sthenobœa, down to 

ll lady Booby * and lady Wiſhfort , Ml þ 


|f of the tragical effects of diſappoint 1 
EN F ielding. +F Congreve. 5 : 


L }] 
ear, Med love. But what moſt intimate- 
ob. y affected him was, the utter ex- 
f : Win&tion of his hopes with regard 
fe. n his adored miſs Camilla. He 
ed yore apprehended more difficulty 
he fom lady Boſcobel's high notions 
ll Bi of birth and family, and miſs Ca- 
n nilla's deference to her mother's 
opinions, and her ideas of filial 
duty, than from the ſentiments 
which he flattered himſelf Me 
really entertained towards him: 


but now he had every thing to 
tread from the enraged mother's 
Wl dilappointed views, and from his 

being entirely baniſhed from all 
I intercourſe with the family, and 
__ all 2 of urging bis 
| pretenſions. 


— 
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e While he was wall. 
ing about his chamber in this pe. 


plexity of thought, he heard ſome. 


body coming to his door, which 
proved to be his friend the c. 


tain; to whom he might have bez 


tempted to communicate this fati 


ſecret ; but not only his honour, 
which he had pledged to la 


Boſcobel, but many prudentil 


reaſons, inſtantly occurred to his 


mind, which made it highly im- 


proper: upon the captain's obſerv- 
ing his confuſed appearance, and 


aſking him the cauſe, he faid, be 
-was... conſtantly uneaſy about the 
fooliſh match which his father im- 


ee him to engage in; and un 
Which 


\ 


I 
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which he had often before talked 
beely with his friends, captain 
Careleſs and fir Alonzo Fleetwood. 
He now however accompanied his 
friends in their mornin g's amuſe- 
ment; but was the whole day agi- 


al WY tated with a thouſand diſtracting 
ur, cares, and miſerable in the midſt 


| of his friends, and in the houſe 
with the beautiful Camilla Care» 
leſs, | | | 
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TI LEXIPPUS paſſed the 
night with the ſame reſt- 
leſs inquietude with which he had 
done the preceding day. Whene- 
ver he dozed, his ſlumbers were 
confuſed, and his dreams incohe- 
rent. At one time, he fancied that 
he ſaw Camilla Careleſs go to the 
altar with lord Caſimere. Then he 
thought, that ſhe ſeemed inclined 
to favour his own paſſion ; but 
that ſhe was ſuddenly conveyed 
from his ſearch by lord Boſcobel, 
Towards the morning he got into 


a more ſound ſleep, but ſtarted up 
1 


2 4 


* 
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with terror, at the zpprataict of 
iy Boſcobel, armed, like the tra- 
ie muſe, with a poniard and a 
how! of poiſon ; and awoke re- 


pating, by an involuntary eftort, 
hoſe empaſſioned lines, | 


/ 
4 Heaven h has no plague, like love to hatred 


turn'd ; | 
Nor Hell a fury—like a woman ſcorn' al- 
k an inſtance, however, of the 
phcable character and beneficial 
nfluence of our religion, even in its 
corrupted ſtate, inſtead of burſting 
forth into a paroxyſm of rage, 


und vowing the deſtruction of her 


nſenſible paramour, like the he- 
ones of paganiſin, lady Boſco- 
bel, flighted as the feared ſhe was, 

3 called 
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called her reaſon and her religion” 
to her aid; and, though the wall 
willing to make another trial a 


| Plexippus' s inclinations, ſhe ws 
determined to ſubmit patiently to 


her lot, whatever it might be. 


When the young people, there- 


fore, had left her ladyſhip alone in TP 
her drefling-room, in order t 2 
-prepare for a ride to ſome place lM 
which lord Boſcobel had defer- 
red to the laſt day before ther 
departure, ſhe obſerved Plexip- q 
| 


pus again went up to his owl 


room; as ſoon, therefore, as the 
ſervant had removed the dejeuns, 
or breakfaſt apparatus, and he 
own maid was come to wait be 
| command: 


* 

commands, ſhe again took her 
xcount-book, by way of blind; 
ad bid her defire Mr. Philips to 
ſtep down for one moment. 

| He had been changing his 
dels; and, comin g down in a 
[turry, had let the green ribband 


ppear, to which he had ſuſpend= 
a d the gold medal of Henrietta- 
mo Maria ; which (as was mentioned) 
Wn Mrs. Edwards had defired him to 


teep for her ſake. 

As ſoon as her id was re- 
ed, lady Boſcobel began imme- 
lately upon the important ſub- | 
xt: and aſked him if he had con- 
ered of her propoſal; and what 

8 1 was 


=D. 
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was the: reſult a6 his delibera: 


tion? 3 a 
el This Was a 1 to whic 


Plexippus was greatly puzzled u 
give a direct anſwer ; though hel 
had hardly thought of any thing 
elſe, ſince ſhe firſt made the. pro- 
poſal. To gain time, however, 
he rephed, That he had a grate- 


ful ſenſe of her ladyſhip's | good- 
neſs and condeſcenſion; but that, 


at preſent, he was not his own| 
maſter; that his father, thougl 
without Bis conſent, had entered 
into treaty with a gentleman in 
their neighbourhood, who had an 


only dapghter to diſpoſe of; ani 
to whom he will give a good fol- 


6 „„ 


tune; and that his father had this 
match for him much at heart. 
While he was ſpeaking, lady 
boſcobel had fixed her eye upon 


ae 


the green ribband, which appeared 
under the ruffle at his neck; 
„oh!“ ſaid ſhe, © I need not en- 
quire any further; I ſee you wear 
the lady's favour next your heart; 
am now convinced of what 1- 
have always ſuſpected, that you 
rally are not your 0WN. 22 

8 Why, I confeſs, madam,” re- 
plied Plexippus, e that I do wear 


i ady's favour next to my heart; 
for it is the favour of a lady for 


* whom I have a particular regard 
Mm ſhe bred UP, and 1 is a friend to 
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is my nameſake, Henrietta-Mari 


: looking on the back of it, ſhe ex: 


poſſibly give you this? It ü 
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my mother. He then drew ou Mr: 
the medal, and ſhewed it to lag 


Boſcobel ; who viewed it with at. 
tention : © Ha!” ſays ſhe, . thi 


Queen of Charles the firſt.” Then 


claimed, with the utmoſt ſurprize 
« Good Heavens! who coul 


the very identical medal which 
the Queen gave to my grandfi- 
ther. Here is his cypher, H. „Du 
Humphry Saintfoin, beneath that ward 
of the Queen, H. M. — He wa 
her majeſty” s page, and confiden- 
tial ſervant, on ſeveral important relate 
occaſions, during that diſaſtrous 


reign. 


1 | 
reign. I have another of the King - 
in my cabinet, with the ſame : 
Icypher, given him by Charles the 
Firſt, on ſome other occaſion— | 
«But (added her ladyſhip) who is 
the lady that had this medal too 
gire? for they were preſerved in 1 
cur family with the greateſt care "#4 
and I have often heard my father, , 
on ſhewing - that which I now 
have, as a curioſity, lament the 
loſs of its counterpart.” Plexip- | 
pus then told her who Mrs. Ed- - 
mards was; and that ſhe lived 
ithin two miles of her ladyſhip's 


6 CA 


ſtate in Glamorganſhire: . and 
lated the circumſtances of her 
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giving it Naw and her injundion 


to zake care of it for her fake. 
This circumſtance brought to 
lady Boſcobel's mind a confuſel 
ſtory, which ſhe had heard in her 
childhood, of her uncle's mak. 
ing his addreſſes to ſome Welch 
lady of large fortune; but that 
the father would never give his 
conſent to the match; and ſhe 
thought he might probably gire 
Her this medal, as a token of his 
regard, when he went abroad; 
where, the had been told, he 
a: W e 
After what Plexippus had urged, 
of his father's having entered into 
2,5 ar treaty of marriage for him with 
5 . young 


x young woman, "ip Boſcobel 
85 coukd not decently, at preſent, 
fay any more on the ſubject: her 
ladyſhip therefore again expreſſed 
her hopes, that Plexippus would 
never reveal what had paſſed be- 

twecn them; and ſaid it ſhould 


make no alteration in the kind- 


neſs ſhe had for him. Our hero 


profeſſed a reciprocal regard for 
her ladyſhip ; faid, ſhe might de- 
pend upon his honour; and that 
he ſhould always remember, with 
gratitude, the great happineſs ſhe 
intended him: and ſo they parted, 
apparently as good friends as ever. 
Vet, it would be out of nature to 
ſuppoſe, that lady Boſcobel was 
not 
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rather 1 haughtily; | 
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